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VACUUM-CAPACITOR METHOD AND
APPARATUS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of, and claims priority
to, U.S. patent application Ser. No. 16/989.,837 filed Aug. 10,
2020, by John P. Snyder, titled “Vacuum-capacitor apparatus
and method” (which issued as U.S. Pat. No. 10,991,518 on
Apr. 27, 2021), which is a continuation of, and claims
priority to, U.S. patent application Ser. No. 16/666,057 filed
Oct. 28, 2019, by John P. Snyder, titled “Method and
associated capacitors having engineered electrodes with
very high energy density” (issued as U.S. Pat. No. 10,741,
334 on Aug. 11, 2020), which is a continuation of, and
claims priority to U.S. patent application Ser. No. 15/913,
676 filed Mar. 6, 2018, by John P. Snyder, titled “Capacitors
having engineered electrodes with very high energy density
and associated method” (issued as U.S. Pat. No. 10,460,880
on Oct. 29, 2019), which is a continuation of, and claims
priority to, U.S. patent application Ser. No. 15/339,368 filed
Oct. 31, 2016, by John P. Snyder, titled “Capacitors having
engineered electrodes with very high energy density” (is-
sued as U.S. Pat. No. 9,911,542 on Mar. 6, 2018), which is
a continuation of, and claims priority to, U.S. patent appli-
cation Ser. No. 15/238,649 filed Aug. 16, 2016 by John P.
Snyder, titled “Capacitors having engineered electrodes with
very high energy density” (now abandoned), which is a
continuation of, and claims priority to, U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 14/312,664 filed Jun. 23, 2014 by John P.
Snyder, titled “Method and apparatus for a capacitor with
engineered electrodes and position dependent permittivity
for very high energy density” (issued as U.S. Pat. No.
9,418,795 on Aug. 16, 2016), which is a division of, and
claims priority to, U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/089,
305 filed Apr. 18, 2011 by John P. Snyder, titled “Apparatus
and method for a capacitor with engineered electrodes and
position dependent permittivity for very high energy den-
sity” (issued as U.S. Pat. No. 8,760,846 on Jun. 24, 2014),
which claims priority benefit under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) to
U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 61/325,173 filed
Apr. 16, 2010 by John P. Snyder, titled “Apparatus and
method for a capacitor with engineered electrodes and
position dependent permittivity for very high energy den-
sity,” all of which are incorporated herein by reference in
their entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to electrical-charge-storage
devices and methods, and more particularly to apparatus and
methods for capacitor devices having engineered electrodes
and position dependent permittivity for providing very high
energy densities.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

At the present time there is no known good solution to the
general problem of energy storage. A good solution is one
that needs to have as many of the following characteristics
as possible:

1) High energy density per volume and per mass

2) Low cost of manufacture

3) Unlimited number of charge/discharge cycles

4) Capable of fast charge/discharge

5) Insensitivity to temperature
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2

6) Manufactured from non-toxic, readily available mate-
rials

Li-ion batteries, and most chemical batteries, meet criteria
1) and 2) but fall short on all the others. State-of-the-art
Electrochemical Double Layer Capacitors (EDLCs) fall
short on 1) and 2) but satisfy the remaining criteria
adequately.

Li-Ion batteries have an energy density of around 400
Watt-hours/litre (W-Hr/l) while EDLCs typically have an
energy density of around 10 W-Hr/l. However, UltraCaps
can be cycled millions if not tens of millions of times,
whereas Li-lon batteries can be cycled, generally, at most
1000 times before wearing out. Further, Li-Ion batteries are
low cost as well, usually around $1 per W-Hr, whereas
EDLCs currently cost about $13 per W-Hr.

FIG. 1A shows the relationship between energy density,
dielectric constant K and electric field strength E for a given
capacitor. Note that while the energy density is linear in K
it goes as the square of E. To maximize energy density it is
necessary to optimize the KE2 product. Energy density
(energy per volume) in a conventional parallel plate capaci-
tor is given by:

YK e E2,

with units of Joule/m®, and where E (V/m) is the electric
field, K is the dielectric constant (K=1 for vacuum, K=3.9
for pure Si0,), and g, (Farad/m) is the permittivity of free
space. Note that the energy density goes as the square of e
and is only linear in K.

FIG. 1B shows that as the voltage across the plates of the
capacitor is increased electric field strength E and energy
density monotonically rise—along with leakage currents
between the plates. Leakage currents allow the capacitor to
discharge itself, leading to a reduction in ‘retention time’,
that is, the amount of time it takes for a capacitor to lose a
certain fraction of its initial charge. As a practical matter
leakage currents place an upper limit on the KE2 product.
For a given capacitor, the maximum applied voltage (and
therefore the E-field and the energy density) is limited by
leakage currents between the plates. Increased leakage cur-
rents lead to reduced retention time (e.g., time to lose 10%
of stored energy). Thus there is a tradeoff between energy
density and retention time. The higher the former (i.e., the
energy density) the lower the latter (i.e., retention time). The
magnitude of leakage will be dependent on the choice of
materials used to construct the capacitor (including the
electrodes and the dielectric fill), as well as its structural
architecture.

As the importance of and demand for energy storage
continues to increase, there is a need for an energy storage
technology that has the characteristics described above.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An apparatus and associated method for an energy-stor-
age device (e.g., a capacitor) having a plurality of electri-
cally conducting electrodes including a first electrode and a
second electrode separated by a non-electrically conducting
region, and wherein the non-electrically conducting region
further includes a non-uniform permittivity (K) value. In
some embodiments, the method includes providing a sub-
strate; fabricating a first electrode on the substrate; and
fabricating a second electrode such that the second electrode
is separated from the first electrode by a non-electrically
conducting region, wherein the non-electrically conducting
region has a non-uniform permittivity (K) value. The capaci-
tor devices will find benefit for use in electric vehicles, of all
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kinds, uninterruptible power supplies, wind turbines, mobile
phones, and the like requiring wide temperature ranges from
several hundreds of degrees C. down to absolute zero,
consumer electronics operating in a temperature range of
-55 degrees C. to 125 degrees C.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A is a schematic diagram of a prior art capacitor
101.

FIG. 1B is a schematic diagram of a prior art capacitor
102.

FIG. 2 is a graph 201 of the energy density in a capacitor
gap (W-Hr/liter) as a function of the electric field in the
capacitor gap for gap materials with a variety of dielectric
constants (i.e., K).

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of an ultra-high energy
density capacitor 301, according to some embodiments of
the present invention.

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of an ultra-high energy
density capacitor 401, according to some embodiments of
the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram of a cathode of a conven-
tional capacitor 501 and the corresponding energy-band
diagram.

FIG. 6A is a cathode of a ultra-high energy-density
capacitor 601 and the corresponding energy band diagram of
a high-K thin-film dielectric on a metal in a vacuum,
according to some embodiments of the present invention.

FIG. 6B is a cathode of a ultra-high energy-density
capacitor 602 and the corresponding energy band diagram of
a high-K thin-film dielectric on multiple high-K thin-film
dielectric layers on a metal in a vacuum, according to some
embodiments of the present invention.

FIG. 7 is a graph 701 of the electron emission current for
a metallic cathode having a 3 nm thick dielectric film as a
function of electric field strength for various dielectric
constants, according to some embodiments of the present
invention.

FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram of an ultra-high energy
density capacitor 801, according to some embodiments of
the present invention.

FIG. 9 is a table 901 comparing the energy density in
Watt-Hours per Liter for various energy storage technolo-
gies, according to some embodiments of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 10 is a schematic diagram of a capacitor die map
1001, according to some embodiments of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 11 is a schematic diagram of a material layer
structure 1101 for an ultra-high energy density capacitor,
according to some embodiments of the present invention.

FIG. 12A is a plan-view cross-section of an ultra-high
energy density capacitor 1201, according to some embodi-
ments of the present invention.

FIG. 12B is a side-view cross-section of an ultra-high
energy density capacitor 1202, according to some embodi-
ments of the present invention.

FIG. 13 is a side-view cross-section of an ultra-high-
energy-density capacitor 1301, according to some embodi-
ments of the present invention.

FIG. 14A is a schematic diagram of capacitor die layout
1401, according to some embodiments of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 14B is a side-view cross-section of an ultra-high-
energy-density capacitor 1402, according to some embodi-
ments of the present invention.
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FIG. 15A is a side-view cross-section of an ultra-high
energy density capacitor 1501, according to some embodi-
ments of the present invention.

FIG. 15B is a plan-view cross-section of an ultra-high
energy density capacitor 1502, according to some embodi-
ments of the present invention.

FIG. 16 is a plan-view cross-section of an ultra-high
energy density capacitor 1601, according to some embodi-
ments of the present invention.

FIG. 17 is a plan-view cross-section of an ultra-high
energy density capacitor assembly 1701, according to some
embodiments of the present invention.

FIG. 18 is a plan-view cross-section of an ultra-high
energy density capacitor assembly 1801, according to some
embodiments of the present invention.

FIG. 19 is a schematic drawing of an apparatus 1901
having an energy-storage device 1930 electrically coupled to
a circuit 1920 within a housing 1910, according to according
to some embodiments of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

Although the following detailed description contains
many specifics for the purpose of illustration, a person of
ordinary skill in the art will appreciate that many variations
and alterations to the following details are within the scope
of the invention. Accordingly, the following preferred
embodiments of the invention are set forth without any loss
of generality to, and without imposing limitations upon the
claimed invention. Further, in the following detailed
description of the preferred embodiments, reference is made
to the accompanying drawings that form a part hereof, and
in which are shown by way of illustration specific embodi-
ments in which the invention may be practiced. It is under-
stood that other embodiments may be utilized and structural
changes may be made without departing from the scope of
the present invention.

The leading digit(s) of reference numbers appearing in the
Figures generally corresponds to the Figure number in
which that component is first introduced, such that the same
reference number is used throughout to refer to an identical
component that appears in multiple figures. Signals and
connections may be referred to by the same reference
number or label, and the actual meaning will be clear from
its use in the context of the description.

The maximum energy density for a conventional capaci-
tor using a dielectric fill between the capacitor plates is
provided by a fundamental relationship that exists between
a material’s dielectric constant and the maximum electric
field that a material can withstand before it begins to
experience severe leakage, or even breakdown. McPherson
and colleagues at Texas Instruments studied the correlation
between breakdown voltage and dielectric constant as was
discussed in their paper, (“Irends in the Ultimate Break-
down Strength of High Dielectric-Constant Materials,” Joe
W. McPherson, Jinyoung Kim, Ajit Shanware, Homi Mogul,
and John Rodriguez, IEEE Trans Electron Devices, 50, 1771
(2003). These authors developed a thermo-chemical model
for dielectric breakdown based on the enthalpy of activation
needed to rupture, or permanently distort the polar bond in
a dielectric material. The thermo-chemical model allows the
breakdown voltage for any metal-oxide dielectric to be
scaled against the known E,, of another oxide. SiO, was
chosen as the reference material because of the large body
of literature related to this dielectric. Their model is deter-
ministic in the sense that all parameters other than E,; of
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Si0, are physical parameters, i.e. local coordination number,
melting point, and dielectric constant. The model predicts
that the breakdown field will have an inverse relationship to
the dielectric constant K with the best fit to a range of
dielectric oxides given by E, =35 K54,

McPherson and colleagues also studied dielectric break-
down for four dielectrics (SiO,, HfSiON, Ta,O,, and PZT)
under identical test conditions using time-dependent dielec-
tric breakdown methods. This set of dielectrics ranges in K
from 3.9 to 250. The empirical relationship between E, ; and
K for these four materials is given by E, ~29.9 K.

This result is in good agreement with the thermo-chemical
model and provides confidence that the general relationship
between breakdown field and dielectric constant can be used
to evaluate the high-energy density limit of various dielec-
trics in a parallel-plate capacitor structure.

FIG. 2 is a graph 201 of the energy density in a capacitor
gap (W-Hr/liter) as a function of the electric field in the
capacitor gap for gap materials with a variety of dielectric
constants (i.e., K). FIG. 2 shows the relationship between the
applied electric field and the energy density (energy/volume)
stored in the capacitor gap (¥ K ¢, E?). Higher K value
dielectrics allow greater energy density to be achieved at low
fields, but the ultimate limit of high energy density increases
with decreasing K due to the inverse relationship between
E,;and K as described above. The ultimate energy density
limit for conventional, dielectric filled capacitors having
dielectrics with dielectric constants (i.e., K’s) ranging from
20,000 (e.g., doped barium titanate) down to 3.9 (e.g., SiO,)
is indicated by the solid line 209 in FIG. 2.

In FIG. 2, the energy density (J/m®) for a parallel-plate
capacitor as a function of electric field E (V/m) is energy-
density=¢,KE?/2. The equation for the dielectric breakdown
limit (i.e., the solid line 209), E, ~35K%%* is the thermo-
chemical fit given by McPherson, et al., described above.
The point for EEStor’s energy density is derived from
information given on the company’s website and the value
is ~1000x higher than the expected fundamental material
limit.

In some embodiments, the present invention provides
electric fields in the capacitor gap, and therefore energy
densities, comparable with and even superior to those of
lithium-ion battery technology and hydrocarbon energy stor-
age.

As shown in FIG. 2, the highest energy density for a
parallel plate capacitor with a dielectric medium is for a
high-quality, low-k dielectric, like SiO,, operating at the
highest possible electric field that is below the dielectric
breakdown field. At the breakdown field limit for SiO,,
~1.5x10° V/m, the maximum energy density in the capacitor
gap is ~4x107 J/m>, or units comparable to battery specifi-
cations, (i.e., ~10 W-Hr/liter). This is comparable to existing
Electrochemical Double-Layer Capacitors (EDLC) Ultra-
caps and a factor of 40-45x less than the capability of current
lithium-ion battery technology.

Because the ultimate limit to energy density in a parallel
plate capacitor is determined by the breakdown of the
dielectric medium at very high electric fields, in some
embodiments, the present invention uses a capacitor struc-
ture that has no dielectric medium to breakdown, that is, a
vacuum gap capacitor, to circumvent the dielectric break-
down limitation. In some embodiments, the capacitor struc-
ture having no dielectric medium in the capacitor gap of the
present invention is referred to as a “high-K thin-film
ultra-capacitor” (HKTF UltraCap). In FIG. 2 the energy
density vs. electric field for a vacuum gap capacitor (K=1)
is shown by the solid line 210. In some embodiments,
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without the limitations of dielectric breakdown, it is possible
to achieve electric fields in the capacitor gap, and therefore
energy densities, comparable with and even superior to those
of lithium-ion battery technology and hydrocarbon energy
storage.

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of an ultra-high energy
density capacitor 301 (i.e., HKTF UltraCap), according to
some embodiments of the present invention. In some
embodiments, the HKTF UltraCaps allows for maximum
energy storage in a capacitor (e.g., parallel-plate capacitors).
Instead of maximizing the dielectric constant and accepting
the lower limitations on electric field and energy density the
high-K medium imposes, the present invention provides
apparatus and methods in which capacitor structures are
designed and materials are chosen to maximize electric field
in the capacitor gap region. In some embodiments, vacuum
as the dielectric, with a K value of 1.0, affords the possibility
of larger breakdown fields than can be obtained with any
physical material. Because vacuum represents the absence
of material, the physics of current leakage and breakdown
are fundamentally different than those considered by
McPherson et al., above. By understanding the leakage and
breakdown mechanisms unique to vacuum capacitors,
energy densities much greater than predicted by the dielec-
tric breakdown model of FIG. 2 can be obtained.

At 1.5e9 J/m? (i.e., 1.5 times 10° joules per cubic meter)
(~1.8e10 V/m E-field (i.e., ~1.8 times 10'° volts per meter)),
the vacuum capacitor of the present invention will have an
energy density equivalent to or greater than a Li-lon battery.
At 79 J/m?> (i.e., 7 times 10° joules per cubic meter) (~4e10
V/m E-field (ie., ~4 times 10'® volts per meter electric
field)), the energy density of the present invention will
surpass the effective energy density of gasoline.

In some embodiments, the present invention provides
energy densities and specific energies comparable with and
even superior to Li-ion batteries at a competitive cost and
retains all the compelling attributes of standard capacitors.
In some embodiments, the present invention minimizes
leakage current, and therefore maximizes energy density, by
using vacuum between the capacitor plates instead of the
conventional dielectric fill material, and by using electrodes
engineered with thin insulating films to significantly reduce
leakage due to electron field emission.

A specific example of the vacuum capacitor of the present
invention is illustrated in FIG. 3. In some embodiments, the
metallic plates (312 and 313) are separated by a vacuum 311
with residual gas pressure low enough to ensure that leakage
currents due to gas ionization are negligible. In some
embodiments, the anode 312 is coated with a thin film of
Tungsten 315 to mitigate field evaporation of anode mate-
rial, while the cathode 313 is coated with a very thin film 314
(~3 nm) of a high-K dielectric (e.g., TiO, K=~50) to sup-
press electron field emission from the conduction band of
the metal cathode 313. Voltage source 99 is used to charge
capacitor 301.

In some embodiments, such as shown in FIG. 3, the
structure of the capacitor of the present invention is engi-
neered so as to mitigate the four major sources of leakage
current between the plates: ionization of residual gas, field
evaporation of material from the anode, field emission of
electrons from the conduction band of the metallic cathode,
and field emission of electrons from the valence band of the
cathode dielectric.

In some embodiments, gas ionization currents are mini-
mized by vacuum bonding the anode 312 and cathode 313
structures together so as to form a cavity. In some other
embodiments, dedicated micro-Titanium sublimation pumps
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and high-electric-field micro-ion pumps are integrated with
the main capacitor cavity and used to getter residual gas
molecules prior to actual use of the capacitors of interest.
This technique is shown in FIG. 17 and FIG. 18 and
described in more detail below.

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of an ultra-high energy
density capacitor 401, according to some embodiments of
the present invention. A description at the atomic level of the
positive and negative charge on the anode 412 and cathode
413 respectively is given in FIG. 4. First principles calcu-
lations as well as experimental results have shown that field
evaporation thresholds as high as 6el0 V/m (i.e., 6 times
10" volts per meter), can be obtained for high-melting-point
refractory metals such as Tungsten and Molybdenum as
described in the paper “First-Principles Study on Field
Evaporation of Surface Atoms from W(011) and Mo(011)
Surfaces,” by Tomoya Ono, Surface Science, Vol. 557, Issue
1, 20 Feb. 2005, Pages 42-46. In some embodiments, the
anode 412 is coated with a thin film of tungsten 315 and is
capable of withstanding an electric-field strength of ~1.8e10
V/m (ie., 1.8 times 10 volts per meter) without experi-
encing field evaporation of tungsten 415 from the anode 412.

FIG. 4 shows an atomic view of charge on the anode 412
and the cathode 413 for the capacitor of the present inven-
tion. On the anode 412, positively charged metal ion cores
98 are exposed due to the electron cloud being forced into
the bulk of the metal thin-film material 415. On the cathode
413, the electron cloud 97 is drawn out of the high-K thin
film 414. If the electric field strength is substantially
increased (e.g., greater than ~1.0ell V/m (i.e., ~1.0 times
10™ volts per meter)), significant numbers of electrons from
the cathode 413 and/or metal ions from the anode 412 will
flow between the plates of the capacitor.

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram of a metal cathode 513 of
a conventional capacitor 501 and the corresponding energy-
band diagram. FIG. 5 shows the energy-band diagram for a
metal 513 in a vacuum 511 in an electric field 96. As the
electric field 96 increases, the slope of the triangular energy
barrier 520 increases, thereby increasing the probability of
an electron tunneling from the metal 513 into the vacuum
511 and increasing the electron emission from the metal
valence band.

FIG. 6A is the cathode 613 of an ultra-high energy-density
capacitor 601 and the corresponding energy band diagram of
a high-K thin-film dielectric 614 on a metal 613 in a vacuum
611, according to some embodiments of the present inven-
tion. In some embodiments, field emission of electrons from
the cathode 613, as depicted in FIG. 6A, can effectively be
suppressed via the use of a thin film (~3 nm) high-K
dielectric 614. In some embodiments, K values greater than
~20 are used to reduce the field emission of electrons from
the cathode 613. As can be seen in the energy band diagram
of FIG. 6A, the probability of electrons at the Fermi energy
622 in the metal 613 tunneling into the vacuum 611 outside
of the metal 613 can be dramatically reduced by introducing
an energy barrier in the form of a high-K thin-film dielectric
614.

FIG. 6A shows an energy-band diagram for electrons on
the negatively charged plate (cathode 613) of the present
invention. The thin film of high-K material 614 on the
metallic cathode 613 acts to suppress electron emission from
the conduction band of the metal by reducing the tunneling
probability from the Fermi level in the metal 613 to the
vacuum 611. In some embodiments, a K value of between
about ~50 to about ~100 and a thickness of about ~3 nm are
used to reduce the emission current. Electron emission from
the valence band of the dielectric will be discussed below.
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FIG. 6B is a cathode 612 of an ultra-high energy-density
capacitor 602 and the corresponding energy band diagram of
multiple high-K thin-film dielectric layers (614.1, 614.2, and
614.3) on a metal 613 in a vacuum 611, according to some
embodiments of the present invention. In some embodi-
ments, the multiple high-K thin-film dielectric layers (614.1,
614.2, and 614.3) are used to significantly reduce both the
electron field emission from the Fermi level of the metal 613
to the vacuum 611 and the electron field emission from the
valence bands of the multiple dielectric layers (614.1, 614.2,
and 614.3) to the vacuum.

FIG. 7 is a graph 701 of the electron emission current for
a metallic cathode having a 3 nm thick dielectric film as a
function of electric field strength for various dielectric
constants, according to some embodiments of the present
invention. Current emission calculations based on a free-
electron parabolic conduction band model in the metal and
full Airy function solutions to the Schrodinger equation for
determining tunneling probability are shown in FIG. 7. In
some embodiments, the presence of a 3 nm thick dielectric
film of various K values can be seen to dramatically reduce
the emitted current when the K value is approximately 20 or
higher. This result can be understood as the inability of the
electrons in the metal to find allowed energy states in the
high-K thin-film dielectric and thus the electrons are unable
to penetrate through the dielectric thin-film and into the
vacuum.

While the plots of FIG. 7 do not address the issue of
electron emission from the valence band of the thin film
dielectric (depicted in FIG. 6A and FIG. 6B), studies of
valence band emission of electrons from sharp tips of silicon
and diamond suggest that adequate valence band field emis-
sion thresholds on flat surface geometries with acceptable
leakage currents can be achieved.

In some embodiments, FIG. 7 is a calculated electron
emission conduction band current vs. electric field strength
for a metallic cathode with a 3 nm thick dielectric film of
various K values (i.e., K1 in the FIG. 7). Full Airy function
solutions are used in the solution of the Schrédinger equa-
tion to obtain the tunneling probabilities. In some embodi-
ments, the emission current is substantially reduced for K
values greater than about ~20.

FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram of an ultra-high energy
density capacitor 801, according to some embodiments of
the present invention. In some embodiments, capacitor 801
has a ‘K’ value of the dielectric material 830 is engineered
to change with position. In some embodiments the variation
in K is in a direction that is horizontal, relative to FIG. 8 and
is used to enhance energy-storage density. In some embodi-
ments, the variation in K is in a direction that is vertical
relative to FIG. 8 and is used to enhance the structural
integrity of capacitor 801. In some embodiments, the varia-
tion in K is both horizontal and vertical, relative to FIG. 8
in order to increase energy-storage density and structural
integrity of capacitor 801. In some other embodiments, the
variation in ‘K’ value is in multiple directions (vertical,
horizontal, or other) in order to induce spatial variations in
electric field in the capacitor gap region. In some embodi-
ments, leakage currents between the plates (812 and 813) are
greatly reduced by properly engineering the dielectric mate-
rial 830 to have a spatially dependent dielectric constant, K.
In some embodiments, the electrodes (812 and 813) are
optionally coated with thin films (e.g., dielectric thin films)
to further reduce leakage currents in capacitor 801. The ‘K’
value of the dielectric material is engineered to change with
position. In some embodiments the variation in K is hori-
zontal relative to this figure (i.e., to enhance storage den-
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sity). In some embodiments the variation in K is horizontal
and vertical relative to this figure (i.e., to enhance structural
integrity). In some embodiments the variation in K is
vertical relative to this figure. In other embodiments, the
variation in ‘K’ value could be in any direction (vertical,
horizontal, or other). Spatial variations in K induce spatial
variations in electric field. Leakage currents between the
plates can be greatly reduced. Electrodes are optionally
coated with thin films to further reduce leakage currents.

FIG. 9 is a Table 901 comparing the energy density in
Watt-Hours per Liter for various energy storage technolo-
gies, according to some embodiments of the present inven-
tion. In some embodiments, at an electric-field strength of
1.25e10 V/m (i.e., 1.25 times 10'° volts per meter), the
capacitor of the present invention has an energy density of
approximately 100 W-Hr/liter; an e-field that is achievable
with an acceptable leakage current. As shown in Table 901,
W-Hr/liter is ~10x the value for existing conventional
electrochemical double layer capacitors (EDLC) ultracaps.
In some embodiments, higher E-fields (~2.5¢10 V/m (i.e.,
~2.5 times 10'° volts per meter) are provided, thereby
allowing the capacitor of the present invention to be com-
petitive with conventional lithium ion batteries. At an elec-
tric-field strength of 1.25E10 V/m (i.e., 1.25 times 10'° volts
per meter), an energy density of 100 W-Hr/l is achieved.
This e-field is likely achievable with acceptable leakage
current. 100 W-Hr/l is ~10x the value for existing electro-
chemical double layer capacitors (EDLC) ultracaps. If
higher e-fields (~2.5¢10 V/m (i.e., ~2.5 times 10'° volts per
meter)) can be achieved with acceptable leakage the HKTF
vacuum cap becomes competitive with lithium ion batteries.

FIG. 10 is a schematic diagram of a capacitor die map
1001, according to some embodiments of the present inven-
tion. In some embodiments, the capacitor die layout is ~1 cm
die on an 8 inch wafer, thereby providing approximately
~314 die/wafer. In some embodiments, each wafer contains
a single layer of capacitors and the final product consists of
a stack of these layers. In some other embodiments, the
present invention is integrated with electronics, active
devices or the like either on wafer, during packaging, or
during product assembly. As an example, ~1 cm die on an 8
inch wafer will provide ~314 die/wafer. In some embodi-
ments, each wafer contains a single layer of capacitors, and
the final product consists of a stack of these layers. In some
embodiments, the present invention is integrated with elec-
tronics, active devices, or the like.

FIG. 11 is a schematic diagram of a material layer
structure 1101 for an ultra-high energy density capacitor,
according to some embodiments of the present invention. In
some embodiments, starting substrate is a low-cost test-
grade silicon wafer or the like. In some other embodiments,
the starting substrate is a semiconductor material, an insu-
lating material, or a conducting material. In some embodi-
ments, all capacitor layers are grown or deposited in high
volume batch furnace processes. In some embodiments, an
Si0, film is used as a ‘release’ layer to separate the finished
capacitor structure from the starting substrate. In some
embodiments, laser lift-off is used to separate the capacitor
structure from the starting substrate. In some embodiments,
other release layers may include Si;N,, SiON or the like. In
some embodiments, the starting substrate is a low-cost
test-grade silicon wafer or the like. In some embodiments,
all layers can be grown or deposited in high volume batch
furnace processes. In some embodiments, the SiO, film is a
‘release’ layer to separate the finished capacitor structure
from the substrate. Other release layers may include Si;N,,
SiON or the like.
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In some embodiments, material layer structure 1101
includes substrate 1140, thermally grown silicon dioxide
layer 1141 grown on substrate 1140, silicon nitride layer
1142 grown on silicon dioxide layer 1141, in-situ phospho-
rus-doped LPCVD silicon 1143 grown on silicon nitride
layer 1142, and a second silicon nitride layer 1144 grown on
in-situ phosphorus-doped LPCVD silicon 1143. In some
embodiments, silicon dioxide layer 1141 is a release layer. In
some embodiments, silicon nitride layer 1142, in-situ phos-
phorus-doped LPCVD silicon 1143, and silicon nitride layer
1144 are the material layers that are used to form the
capacitor structure.

FIG. 12A is a plan-view cross-section of an ultra-high
energy density capacitor 1201, according to some embodi-
ments of the present invention. FIG. 12B is a side-view
cross-section of an ultra-high energy density capacitor 1202,
according to some embodiments of the present invention. In
some embodiments, each die consists of an alternating
anode/cathode array with 50 nm lines and 100 nm spaces.
Other appropriate spacings, depending on the application,
can be used. In some embodiments, the first (and only)
high-resolution lithography step, probably requiring a high
NA 248 or 193 tool. In some embodiments, a high aspect
ratio Si trench etch is provided via an ICP plasma etch tool.
In some embodiments, an alternating anode/cathode struc-
ture is used. In some embodiments, corners and edges are
rounded via silicon oxidation/HF etch to avoid e-field spik-
ing. In some embodiments, end regions in both planview and
cross-section are flared to gradually reduce e-field intensity.

In some embodiments, each capacitor die consists of an
alternating anode 1212/cathode 1213 array with 50 nm lines
and 100 nm spaces. Other appropriate spacings are used
depending on the specific requirements of the application. In
some embodiments, a first (and only) high-resolution lithog-
raphy step requires a high-NA 248 or 193 lithography tool
to define the capacitor structure. In some embodiments, a
high-aspect-ratio Si trench etch via an ICP plasma etch tool
is used to etch the capacitor material stack 1101 described
above to achieve capacitor structure 1202. In some embodi-
ments, alternating anode 1212/cathode 1213 structure
include corners and edges that are rounded via a silicon
oxidation followed by an HF etch to minimize and prevent
E-field spiking. In some embodiments, end regions in both
planview and cross-section are flared to gradually reduce
E-field intensity. The nitride support structure 1242 (that
remains from original silicon nitride layer 1142 after the
etch) supports the base edges of each of the electrodes 1243,
and the edges of the electrodes 1243 that are distal from the
base edges connect to the nitride tops 1244 that remain from
the original low-stress LPCVD silicon-nitride layer 1144.

FIG. 13 is a side-view cross-section of an ultra-high-
energy-density capacitor 1301, according to some embodi-
ments of the present invention. In some embodiments, the
anode 1312 is coated with TiO, 1350 or some such other film
and the cathode 1313 is coated with tungsten 1351 or some
such other film. In some embodiments, the capacitor struc-
ture is subsequently capped with a nitride 1345 or other such
film having a thickness of ~2 um using a wafer bonding
technique. In some embodiments, the anode is coated with
TiO, or some other film and the cathode is coated with
tungsten or some other film. The structure is subsequently
capped with a nitride or other film (~2 pm) using a wafer-
bonding technique.

FIG. 14A is a schematic diagram of capacitor die layout
1401, according to some embodiments of the present inven-
tion. FIG. 14B is a side-view cross-section of an ultra-high-
energy-density capacitor 1402, according to some embodi-
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ments of the present invention. In some embodiments, the
perimeter around each die is exposed and the entire film
stack, including the capping nitride layer, is etched down to
the underlying oxide layer 1341. The figure shows nitride
support structure 1342 (remaining from original silicon
nitride layer 1142) supports the base of each of the elec-
trodes 1343, and the edges of the electrodes that are distal
from the base edges connect to the nitride tops 1344 remain-
ing from the original low-stress LPCVD silicon-nitride layer
1144. In some embodiments, HF is then used to etch
approximately 90% or greater of the SiO, layer, leaving the
Si0O, layer only lightly attached to the substrate. In some
embodiments, the die are then picked off the substrate,
tested, bonded and stacked to form the final product. In some
embodiments, electrical contacts to the anode and cathode
are opposite faces of the product ‘cube’ that is formed.

FIG. 15A is a side-view cross-section of an ultra-high
energy density capacitor 1501, according to some embodi-
ments of the present invention. FIG. 15B is a plan-view
cross-section of an ultra-high energy density capacitor 1502,
according to some embodiments of the present invention. In
some embodiments, the present invention includes: inter-
digitated line/space array, bulk of structure is doped silicon
(light blue), support structure is primarily TiO, (black),
corners and edges are rounded to avoid e-field spiking, end
regions in both planview and cross-section are flared to
gradually reduce e-field intensity, Si is coated with CVD
Ti0O,, with 50-nm lines and 100-nm gaps, along with suffi-
ciently large ‘w’” and ‘h’, 50% fill factor should be achiev-
able, and the array can be expanded in the height (h) or width
(w) directions for increased energy fill fraction.

In some embodiments, the present invention includes
interdigitated line/space array of parallel-plates, etched from
a bulk material structure of in-situ doped silicon, a support
structure 1542 primarily is formed by silicon nitride layer
1342 (see FIG. 14B), cathodes coated with an insulating
material 1530 (e.g., in some embodiments, TiO,), corners
and edges that are rounded to avoid E-field spiking, and end
regions in both planview and cross-section are flared to
gradually reduce E-field intensity. In some embodiments, the
exposed doped-Si bulk material of cathodes 1540 is coated
with CVD TiO, 1530. In some embodiments, 50 nm lines
and 100 nm gaps, along with sufficiently large ‘w’ and ‘h’,
allows for a 50% fill factor to be achievable. In addition, in
some embodiments, the capacitor interdigitated line/space
array is expanded in the height (h) or width (w) directions,
or both in the height and width directions to increase the
energy fill fraction.

FIG. 16 is a plan-view cross-section of an ultra-high
energy density capacitor 1601, according to some embodi-
ments of the present invention. In some embodiments, the
present invention includes: Only two leads needed for
capacitor, 20 pm of SiO, isolation will easily sustain 10,000
V. As long as leads to/from the line/space array are kept apart
by at least 20 um of SiO, they can be kept electrically
isolated. Typical bond pad spacing on a silicon IC is ~80 to
100 um. In some embodiments, the present invention
includes: only two leads needed for capacitor, 20 um of SiO,
isolation will easily sustain 10,000 V. As long as leads
to/from the line/space array are kept apart by at least 20
microns of SiO, they can be kept electrically isolated.
Typical bond pad spacing on a silicon IC is ~80 to 100 um.

FIG. 17 is a plan-view cross-section of an ultra-high
energy density capacitor assembly 1701, according to some
embodiments of the present invention. In some embodi-
ments, capacitor assembly 1701 includes a plurality of
interdigitated line/space capacitor arrays 1740 as described
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above to form the ultra-high energy density vacuum capaci-
tors integrated inside of a vacuum cavity 1790 formed from
positive conductor wall 1780, ground conductor wall 1781,
and two insulating walls 1782. In addition, in some embodi-
ments, capacitor assembly 1701 includes dedicated micro-
Titanium sublimation pump 1717 (in some embodiments,
high-electric-field micro-ion pumps are used) are integrated
with the main ultra-high energy density vacuum capacitors
and used to getter residual gas molecules prior to actual use
of the capacitors of interest.

FIG. 18 is a plan-view cross-section of an ultra-high
energy density capacitor assembly 1801, according to some
embodiments of the present invention. In some embodi-
ments, capacitor assembly is substantially similar to capaci-
tor assembly 1701 described above except that capacitor
assembly 1801 has a modified interdigitated line/space
capacitor arrays 1840 to demonstrate an alternative embodi-
ment of the present invention.

In some embodiments, the present invention will find
benefit in the approximately $100 million ultra-capacitor
market (as measured in 2007 with an 8% annual growth rate)
and the approximately $200 million ultra-capacitor market
predicted to be realized by 2014. In some embodiments, the
present invention provided benefits for many markets,
including, transportation (e.g., hybrid-electric vehicles),
industry (e.g., Uninterruptible Power Supplies (UPS)), con-
sumer electronics (e.g., digital cameras and mobile phones),
and the like.

In some embodiments, the vacuum capacitors of the
present invention provide performance improvements that
exceed existing ultracaps by factors of approximately 5 to 10
and are competitive with cost, size and weight metrics.

In some embodiments, the present invention enables
capacitor devices capable of competing with conventional
chemical batteries (e.g., Li-lon, NiCd, NiMH, and the like)
and impacting the approximately $8 billion chemical battery
market. In some embodiments, the capacitors of the present
invention enable a capacitor-based all-electric vehicle hav-
ing superior performance to gasoline-powered vehicles.

In some embodiments, the capacitor devices of the pres-
ent invention provide the following benefits:

Very fast charging times compared to conventional bat-

teries

Deliver much higher peak currents compared to conven-

tional batteries

Manufactured from silicon, tungsten, titanium dioxide,

and the like—inexpensive, non-toxic, easy to manufac-
ture with readily available materials

Very long device lifetimes (i.e., millions of charge/dis-

charge cycles)

Easily and quickly rechargeable in the field

Easy to use by both designers and consumers

Small logistical footprint due to small size, low weight,

long life, lack of special requirements for storage and
transport, and the absence of toxicity

Much higher energy density than existing EDLC ultracaps

In some embodiments, the capacitor devices of the pres-
ent invention will find benefit for use in electric vehicles,
electric rail, electric buses, electric forklifts, electric cranes,
electric based vehicles of all kinds, uninterruptible power
supplies, dc power systems, wind turbines, emergency light-
ing, digital cameras, mobile phones, toys, wireless remote
controllers, PDAs (personal data assistants), consumer elec-
tronics in general, all applications requiring wide tempera-
ture ranges from several hundreds of degrees c. down to
absolute zero, consumer electronics operating in a tempera-
ture range of -55° C. to 125° C., all energy storage appli-
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cations where weight is important (e.g., aircraft, spacecraft,
land based vehicles, and the like) due to the high energy/
weight figure of merit, and all applications where high
energy density (energy/volume) is important.

In some embodiments, such as shown in FIG. 19, the
present invention provides a first apparatus 1901 having an
energy-storage device 1930 that includes: a plurality of
electrically conducting electrodes including a first electrode
and a second electrode separated by a non-electrically
conducting region, wherein the non-electrically conducting
region further includes a non-uniform permittivity (K)
value. In some embodiments of the apparatus, the first
electrode is a cathode and the second electrode is an anode,
wherein at least the cathode has a coating of dielectric that
has a permittivity value of at least twenty (20). In some
embodiments of the apparatus, the anode contains a refrac-
tory material that does not melt at temperatures below 1800
degrees C. In some embodiments of the apparatus, said
non-electrically conducting region includes a film of dielec-
tric material on the cathode and a vacuum between the
dielectric material on the cathode and the anode, and
wherein the dielectric material has a permittivity value of at
least twenty (20). In some embodiments of the apparatus, the
film of dielectric material does not contact the anode. In
some embodiments of the apparatus, the energy-storage
device is a capacitor. In some embodiments, the first appa-
ratus 1901 further includes a housing 1910; and an electrical
circuit 1920 within the housing 1910 and electrically
coupled to the energy-storage device 1930 to use energy
from the energy-storage device to do work. In some embodi-
ments, the first apparatus 1901 is a vehicle. In some embodi-
ments, the first apparatus 1901 is an uninterruptible power
supply.

In some embodiments, the present invention provides a
method for manufacturing an energy-storage device, the
method including providing a substrate; fabricating a first
electrode on the substrate; and fabricating a second electrode
such that the second electrode is separated from the first
electrode by a non-electrically conducting region, wherein
the non-electrically conducting region has a non-uniform
permittivity (K) value. In some embodiments of the method,
the fabricating of the first electrode includes depositing
cathode conductor material on the substrate, and coating the
cathode conductor material with a dielectric that has a
permittivity value of at least twenty (20), and wherein
fabricating of the second electrode includes depositing an
anode conductor material. In some embodiments of the
method, the anode material contains a refractory material
that does not melt at temperatures below 1800 degrees C. In
some embodiments of the method, the fabricating of the first
electrode includes depositing cathode conductor material on
the substrate, and coating the cathode conductor material
with a dielectric that has a permittivity value of at least
twenty (20), and the fabricating of the second electrode
leaves a vacuum between the dielectric material on the
cathode and the second electrode. In some embodiments of
the method, the film of dielectric material does not contact
the anode. In some embodiments of the method, the energy-
storage device is a capacitor. In some embodiments, the
method further includes: forming a housing 1910; locating
an electrical circuit 1920 within the housing and electrically
coupling the energy-storage device 1930 to the circuit 1920;
and using energy from the energy-storage device 1930 to do
work.

In other embodiments, the present invention provides a
second apparatus that includes: a substrate; means for fab-
ricating a first electrode on the substrate; and means for
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fabricating a second electrode such that the second electrode
is separated from the first electrode by a non-electrically
conducting region, wherein the non-electrically conducting
region has a non-uniform permittivity (K) value. In some
embodiments of the second apparatus, the means for fabri-
cating the first electrode includes means for depositing
cathode conductor material on the substrate, and means for
coating the cathode conductor material with a dielectric that
has a permittivity value of at least twenty (20), and wherein
the means for fabricating of the second electrode includes
means for depositing an anode conductor material. In some
embodiments of the second apparatus, the anode material
contains a refractory material that does not melt at tempera-
tures below 1800 degrees C. In some embodiments of the
second apparatus, the means for fabricating the first elec-
trode includes means for depositing cathode conductor
material on the substrate, and means for coating the cathode
conductor material with a dielectric that has a permittivity
value of at least twenty (20), and the means for fabricating
the second electrode means for leaving a vacuum between
the dielectric material on the cathode and the second elec-
trode. In some embodiments of the second apparatus, the
film of dielectric material does not contact the anode. In
some embodiments of the second apparatus, the energy-
storage device is a capacitor.

It is to be understood that the above description is
intended to be illustrative, and not restrictive. Although
numerous characteristics and advantages of various embodi-
ments as described herein have been set forth in the fore-
going description, together with details of the structure and
function of various embodiments, many other embodiments
and changes to details will be apparent to those of skill in the
art upon reviewing the above description. The scope of the
invention should, therefore, be determined with reference to
the appended claims, along with the full scope of equivalents
to which such claims are entitled. In the appended claims,
the terms “including” and “in which” are used as the
plain-English equivalents of the respective terms “compris-
ing” and “wherein,” respectively. Moreover, the terms “first,
” “second,” and “third,” etc., are used merely as labels, and
are not intended to impose numerical requirements on their
objects.

What is claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

forming an energy-storage device that includes a capaci-

tor having an anode and a cathode, wherein the anode

and the cathode are made of doped silicon, wherein the

forming includes:

etching the doped silicon of the anode to leave a first
plurality of parallel wall segments, and

etching the doped silicon of the cathode to leave a
second plurality of parallel wall segments;

interdigitating the first plurality of parallel wall segments

of the anode with the second plurality of parallel wall

segments of the cathode;

providing a single silicon-nitride structure;

supporting and insulating the first plurality of parallel wall

segments of the anode and the second plurality of
parallel wall segments of the cathode using the single
silicon-nitride structure; and

maintaining a vacuum in a region that separates the

cathode and the anode.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein each of the first
plurality of parallel wall segments of the cathode has a
cathode surface that is facing an adjacent wall segment of
the anode, the method further comprising:
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coating each cathode surface with a dielectric material
that has a permittivity (K) value of at least twenty (20).

3. The method of claim 1, wherein each of the second
plurality of parallel wall segments of the cathode has an
anode surface that is facing an adjacent wall segment of the
cathode, the method further comprising:

coating each anode surface with a refractory metal that

does not melt at temperatures below 1800 degrees C. in
order to mitigate field evaporation of anode material.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

rounding edges of both the first plurality of parallel wall

segments and the second plurality of parallel wall
segments in order to prevent E-field spiking.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

flaring both the first plurality of parallel wall segments

and the second plurality of parallel wall segments in
order to gradually reduce E-field intensity.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the energy-storage
device supports an electric field between the anode and the
cathode of at least 7 times 10° volts per meter.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein an end one of the first
plurality of wall segments is thicker than other ones of the
first plurality of wall segments.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the maintaining of the
vacuum includes providing a titanium sublimation pump in
the vacuum.

9. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

providing a housing and an electrical circuit within the

housing; and

electrically coupling the electrical circuit to the energy-

storage device to use energy from the energy-storage
device to do work.

10. An apparatus comprising:

an energy-storage device that includes a capacitor having

an anode and a cathode, wherein the anode and the
cathode are made of doped silicon, wherein the doped
silicon of the anode is etched to leave a first plurality of
wall segments, wherein the doped silicon of the cath-
ode is etched to leave a second plurality of parallel wall
segments,

wherein the first plurality of parallel wall segments of the

anode are interdigitated with the second plurality of
parallel wall segments of the cathode,

wherein the first plurality of parallel wall segments of the

anode and the second plurality of parallel wall seg-
ments of the cathode are supported and insulated by a
single silicon-nitride structure, and

wherein the capacitor maintains a vacuum in a region that

separates the anode and the cathode.

11. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein each of the first
plurality of parallel wall segments of the cathode has a
surface that is facing an adjacent wall segment of the anode,
and has a coating of dielectric material that has a permittivity
(K) value of at least twenty (20).

12. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein each of the second
plurality of parallel wall segments of the anode has a surface
that is facing an adjacent wall segment of the cathode, and
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has a coating of refractory metal that does not melt at
temperatures below 1800 degrees C. in order to mitigate
field evaporation of anode material.

13. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein edges of both the
first plurality of parallel wall segments and the second
plurality of parallel wall segments are rounded to prevent
E-field spiking.

14. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein end regions of
both the first plurality of parallel wall segments and the
second plurality of parallel wall segments are flared to
gradually reduce E-field intensity.

15. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the energy-storage
device supports an electric field between the anode and the
cathode of at least 7 times 10° volts per meter.

16. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein an end one of the
first plurality of wall segments is thicker than other ones of
the first plurality of wall segments.

17. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the capacitor
further includes a titanium sublimation pump in the vacuum.

18. The apparatus of claim 10, further comprising:

a housing; and

an electrical circuit within the housing and electrically

coupled to the energy-storage device to use energy
from the energy-storage device to do work.

19. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the capacitor
further includes:

a first insulating edge-support substrate that extends along

a first plane, wherein a major face of each wall segment
of the first plurality of parallel wall segments and the
second plurality of parallel wall segments is parallel to
a second plane that is perpendicular to the first plane;
and

a second insulating edge-support cap that extends along a

third plane that is parallel to and separated from the first
plane, wherein the first plurality of parallel wall seg-
ments and the second plurality of parallel wall seg-
ments each have a first edge and a second edge opposite
the first edge, wherein the first edges of each of the first
plurality of parallel wall segments and the second
plurality of parallel wall segments contact and are
supported by the first insulating edge-support substrate,
wherein the second edges of each of the first plurality
of parallel wall segments and the second plurality of
parallel wall segments contact and are supported by the
first insulating edge-support substrate.

20. An apparatus for manufacturing a capacitor compris-
ing:

means for forming an anode having a first plurality of

parallel wall segments;

means for forming a cathode having a second plurality of

parallel wall segments;
means for supporting and insulating the first plurality of
parallel wall segments of the anode and the second
plurality of parallel wall segments of the cathode; and

means for maintaining a vacuum in a region that separates
the anode and the cathode.
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