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METHOD AND VESTIBULAR IMPLANT
USING OPTICAL STIMULATION OF NERVES

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This invention claims benefit of
U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 60/884,619 filed Jan.
11, 2007, titled “Vestibular Implant Using Infrared Nerve
Stimulation™;
U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 60/885,879 filed Jan.
19, 2007, titled “Hybrid Optical-Electrical Probes™; and
U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 60/964,634 filed
Aug. 13, 2007, titled “VCSEL Array Stimulator Apparatus
and Method for Light Stimulation of Bodily Tissues™; each of
which is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.
This invention is also related to prior
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/257,793 (now U.S. Pat.
No. 7,736,382) filed Oct. 24, 2005, titled “Apparatus and
Method for Optical Stimulation of Nerves and Other Animal
Tissue”;
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/536,639 filed Sep. 28,
2006, titled “Miniature Apparatus and Method for Optical
Stimulation of Nerves and Other Animal Tissue”;
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/536,642 filed Sep. 28,
2006, titled “Apparatus and Method for Stimulation of
Nerves and Automated Control of Surgical Instruments”;
U.S. Provisional Patent Application Ser. No. 60/872,930 filed
Dec. 4, 20006, titled “Apparatus and Method for Characteriz-
ing Optical Sources Used with Human and Animal Tissues™;
and
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/948,912 filed Nov. 30,
2007, titled “Apparatus and Method for Characterizing Opti-
cal Sources Used with Human and Animal Tissues™; each of
which is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates generally to tissue optics (interac-
tions of light with human or animal tissue), and more particu-
larly to methods and implantable apparatus for stimulating
nerves of the auditory system in animals, for example, using
an implantable device in medical treatments for auditory,
balance, and dizziness conditions of the vestibular system
using laser light, such as infrared (IR) wavelengths, for opti-
cal stimulation of nerves of the inner ear and related bodily
systems.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

A person’s inner ear includes the labyrinth, a delicate
memberous system of fluid passages that includes both the
cochlea (which is part of the auditory system), and the vesti-
bular system (which provides part of the sense of balance).
The eyes also provide signals used for balance, as do joint and
muscle receptors and the cerebellum. The brain, specifically
the vestibular nuclear complex, receives and analyzes the
information from these systems, and generates signals that
control a person’s balance.

Each inner-ear includes three semicircular canals and a
vestibule, the region where the semicircular canals converge,
and which is close to the cochlea (the hearing organ). The
vestibular system also works with the visual system to keep
objects in focus when the head is moving.

Interference with, or infection, ofthe labyrinth can resultin
a syndrome of ailments called labyrinthitis. The symptoms of
labrynthitis include temporary nausea, disorientation, ver-
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2

tigo, and dizziness. Labyrinthitis can be caused by viral infec-
tions, bacterial infections, physical blockage of the inner ear,
or due to decompression sickness.

Some people lose vestibular hair cells or suffer from bal-
ance and dizziness problems that are not readily treatable
through therapy and/or drugs. These conditions can be very
debilitating, since the affected person must remain still to
minimize unpleasant dizziness or feeling continuously “sea-
sick.” The condition can also affect their ability to walk or
keep their balance in general.

The semicircular canals in the inner ear form three loops
that are fluid filled and sense rotation of a person.

Otoliths (earstones) are small particles composed of cal-
cium carbonate supported in a gelatinous matrix in the vis-
cous fluid of the saccule and utricle (the utricle is located in
the vestibule, between the semicircular canals and the cochlea
within a swelling adjacent to the semicircular canals, and the
saccule is closer to the cochlea). The inertia of these small
particles (sometimes referred to as stones or crystals) causes
them to stimulate hair cells differently when the head moves.
The hair cells send signals down sensory nerve fibers via the
vestibulocochlear cranial nerve (CN VIII), which are inter-
preted by the brain as motion. The vestibular nucleus coordi-
nates inputs from the muscles responsible for posture via the
spinal cord, information on control, balance, and movements
via the cerebellum, and head and neck movements via cranial
nerves III, IV, and VI.

The saccule and utricle together make the otolith organs.
They are sensitive to gravity and linear acceleration. Because
of their orientation in the head, the utricle is sensitive to a
change in horizontal movement, and the saccule gives infor-
mation about vertical acceleration (such as when in an eleva-
tor). The otolith organs also provide information to the brain
orientation of the head, such as being in a vertical position or
prone position, or being face-up or face-down.

When the head is in a normal upright position, the otolith
presses on the sensory hair cell receptors. This pushes the hair
cell processes down and prevents them from moving side to
side. However, when the head is tilted, the pull of gravity on
statoconia shift the hair cell processes to the side, distorting
them and sending a message to the central nervous system
that the head is no longer level but now tilted. The motion
sensation from the otoliths is involved in a large number of
reflexes. Damage to the otoliths or their central connections
can impair ocular and body stabilization.

U.S. Pat. No. 7,225,028 issued to Della Santina et al. on
May 29, 2007, and titled “Dual Cochlear/Vestibular Stimula-
tor with Control Signals Derived from Motion and Speech
Signals”, is incorporated herein by reference. Della Santina et
al. describe a system for treating patients affected both by
hearing loss and by balance disorders related to vestibular
hypofunction and/or malfunction, which includes sensors of
sound and head movement, processing circuitry, a power
source, and an implantable electrical stimulator capable of
stimulating areas of the cochlea and areas of the vestibular
system.

U.S. Patent Application No. US 2007/0261127 Al filed
Jul. 24,2006 by Edward S. Boyden and Karl Deisseroth, titled
“LIGHT-ACTIVATED CATION CHANNEL AND USES
THEREOEF”; U.S. Patent Application No. US 2007/0054319
Al filed Jul. 24, 2006 by Edward S. Boyden and Karl Deis-
seroth, titled “LIGHT-ACTIVATED CATION CHANNEL
AND USES THEREOF” filed Jul. 24, 2006; and U.S. Patent
Application No. US 2007/0053996 A1 filed Jul. 24, 2006 by
Edward S. Boyden and Karl Deisseroth, titled “LIGHT-AC-
TIVATED CATION CHANNEL AND USES THEREOF”
are all incorporated herein by reference. These describe com-
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positions and methods for light-activated cation channel pro-
teins and their uses within cell membranes and subcellular
regions. They describe proteins, nucleic acids, vectors and
methods for genetically targeted expression of light-activated
cation channels to specific cells or defined cell populations. In
particular the description provides millisecond-timescale
temporal control of cation channels using moderate light
intensities in cells, cell lines, transgenic animals, and humans.
The descriptions provide for optically generating electrical
spikes in nerve cells and other excitable cells useful for driv-
ing neuronal networks, drug screening, and therapy.

U.S. Pat. No. 6,748,275 issued to Lattner et al. on Jun. 8,
2004, and titled “Vestibular Stimulation System and Method”
(herein “Lattner et al. 275 patent™), is incorporated herein by
reference. Lattner et al. *275 patent describes an apparatus
and method in which the portions of the labyrinth associated
with the labyrinthine sense and/or the nerves associated
therewith are stimulated to perform at least one of the follow-
ing functions: augment or control a patient’s respiratory func-
tion, open the patient’s airway, induce sleep, and/or counter-
act vertigo. Solely as background, FIG. 1A and FIG. 1B are
provided to show an environment for the present invention.

FIG. 1A is a perspective view of the labyrinth and associ-
ated nerves of prior art embodiment for vestibular stimulation
as described in the Lattner et al. *275 patent. (See Lattneretal.
’275 patent FIG. 7 and associated written description). The
Lattner et al. *275 patent (see column 16, lines 13-45)
describes augmenting the respiratory function by inducing
stimulation of the vestibular nerve so that the polysynaptic
interaction of the vestibular nerve with the nerves associated
with respiration can augment the patient’s respiratory func-
tion. Stimulation of the vestibular nerve is accomplished by
stimulating vestibular nerve 42 directly and/or by stimulating
one or more of nerve branches 44a and 445b. In one example,
an electrode 82 in direct contact with vestibular nerve pro-
vides the stimulation to this nerve. A lead 84 couples the
electrode to the source of stimulation energy. Alternatively, or
in addition to electrode 82, Lattner et al. *275 contemplates
providing electrodes 865 in contact with nerve branches 44a
and 44b, respectively, to stimulate the nerve branches, which,
in turn, induce stimulation in the vestibular nerve. Leads 545
couple electrodes 865 to the source of stimulation energy.

Lattner et al. 275 further describes that it is to be under-
stood that the physiological function of augmenting the res-
piratory function of this embodiment of Lattner et al. *275
contemplates stimulating portions of the vestibular system
before the vestibular nerve or nerve branches to induce a
neural transmission therein. Thus, this embodiment of Latt-
ner et al. *275 also contemplates stimulating the structures of
the vestibular system, such as the semicircular canals 46a,
ampullae 465, utricle 46¢, saccule 464, and common mem-
branous limb 46e¢ using any of the described stimulation
mechanisms. In addition, Lattner et al. *275 contemplates
globally stimulating the vestibular area in synchronization
with breathing to augment the patient’s respiratory function.

FIG. 1B is a perspective view of the labyrinth and associ-
ated nerves of prior art alternative embodiment for vestibular
stimulation as described in the *275 patent to Lattner et al.
(See Lattner et al. *275 patent FIG. 8 and associated written
description). Lattner et al. *275 (see column 16, lines 13-45)
describes that, in one embodiment, the sensation of rocking is
induced by stimulating one or more of the semicircular
canals, saccules, and/or utricles. The Lattner et al. 275 FIG.
1B example illustrates vestibular nerve 42, branch nerves 44,
and vestibular ganglion 41. Also illustrated are first stimula-
tion element 88 provided at a first location on semicircular
canal 90, and a second stimulation element 92 provided at a
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4

second location on the same semicircular canal. The first and
second stimulation elements 88 and 92 are operatively
coupled to a signal receiving device for controlling the appli-
cation of stimulation to semicircular canal 90. In one Lattner
et al. 275 embodiment, stimulation elements 88 and 92 are
electrodes, such as cuff electrodes, for providing electrical
energy to the patient from a source. Leads 94 and 96 couple
the electrodes to the power supply.

Lattner et al. ’275 describes in another embodiment, first
and second stimulation elements 88 and 92 are pressure-
application devices, such as the pressure cuffs, that apply a
pressure to the semicircular canal. In which case, leads 94 and
96 are conduits for carrying an inflating fluid to the pressure
cuffs. In yet another Lattner et al. 275 embodiment, first and
second stimulation elements 88 and 92 are pressure applica-
tion devices located within the semicircular canal for moving
the fluid contained therein. In still another embodiment of
Lattner et al. 275, stimulation of the canals is accomplished
via one or more vibrating elements located proximate to the
semicircular canal, such as in the bone tissue adjacent the duct
in which the semicircular canal is located.

In this embodiment of Lattner et al. 275, a rocking sensa-
tion is induced in the patient by alternatively actuating first
and second stimulation elements 88 and 92. For example, if
first and second stimulation elements 88 and 92 are pressure
cuffs, first stimulation element 88 is actuated and second
stimulation element 92 is deactivated to tend to urge the fluid
within semicircular canal 90 in a first direction toward the
second stimulation element, as indicated by arrow B. There-
after, first stimulation element 88 is deactivated and second
stimulation element 92 is actuated to urge the fluid in the
opposite direction back toward the first stimulation element,
as indicated by arrow C. This process is repeated to move the
fluid back and forth within the semicircular canal, which is
the same effect that takes place when the person is physically
rocked. Lattner et al. ’275 describes the frequency of the back
and forth movement of the fluid can be altered to change the
rocking speed of the patient.

Lattner et al. *275 describes that the placement of first and
second stimulation element 88 and 92 on semicircular canal
90, which is the posterior semicircular canal, may not be the
optimum location for all patients, so Lattner et al. ’275 con-
templates locating the first and second stimulation element on
other semicircular canals, such as anterior semicircular canal
98 and/or lateral semicircular canal 100. Lattner et al. 275
describes that such stimulation elements can be provided at
one or more of these semicircular canals, which is especially
important given the three-dimensional nature of the human
balancing system. Lattner et al. 275 further describes that the
number of stimulation elements and their specific location on
the associated semicircular canals is also subject to variation
so long as the actuation of these stimulation elements pro-
duces a rocking sensation in the patient.

In another embodiment of Lattner et al. ’275, the stimula-
tion elements are provided at ampullae 102, saccule 104,
and/or utricle 106 rather than on, in or adjacent to the semi-
circular canals. Lattner et al. *275 contemplates using the
stimulation techniques discussed to alternatively stimulate
these structures to create a rocking sensation.

In contrast, the present invention is directed to stimulation
of' the vestibular organs to improve balance and/or treat other
conditions.

U.S. Pat. No. 7,004,645 issued to Lemoff et al. on Feb. 28,
2006, and titled “VCSEL array configuration for a parallel
WDM transmitter”, is incorporated herein by reference. Lem-
off et al. describe VCSEL array configurations. Transmitters
that use several wavelengths of VCSELs are built up out of
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multiple die (e.g., ones having two-dimensional single-wave-
length monolithic VCSEL arrays) to avoid the difficulty of
manufacturing monolithic arrays of VCSELs with different
optical wavelengths. VCSEL configurations are laid out to
insure that VCSELs of different wavelengths that destined for
the same waveguide are close together.

U.S. Pat. No. 7,116,886 issued to Colgan et al. on Oct. 3,
2006, and titled “Devices and methods for side-coupling opti-
cal fibers to optoelectronic components™, is incorporated
herein by reference. Colgan et al. describe optical devices and
methods for mounting optical fibers and for side-coupling
light between optical fibers and VCSEL arrays using a modi-
fied silicon V-groove, or silicon V-groove array, wherein
V-grooves, which are designed for precisely aligning/spacing
optical fibers, are “recessed” below the surface of the silicon.
Optical fibers can be recessed below the surface of the silicon
substrate such that a precisely controlled portion of the clad-
ding layer extending above the silicon surface can be removed
(lapped). With the cladding layer removed, the separation
between the fiber core(s) and optoelectronic device(s) can be
reduced resulting in improved optical coupling when the opti-
cal fiber silicon array is connected to, e.g., a VCSEL array.

U.S. Pat. No. 7,031,363 issued to Biard et al. on Apr. 18,
2006, and titled “Long wavelength VCSEL device process-
ing”, is incorporated herein by reference. Biard et al. describe
aprocess for making a laser structure such as a vertical cavity
surface emitting laser (VCSEL). The VCSEL designs
described include those applicable to the 1200 to 1800 nm
wavelength range

U.S. Pat. No. 6,546,291 issued to Merfeld et al. on Apr. 8,
2003, and titled “Balance Prosthesis”, is incorporated herein
by reference. Merfeld et al. describe a wearable balance pros-
thesis that provides information indicative of a wearer’s spa-
tial orientation. The balance prosthesis includes a motion-
sensing system to be worn by the wearer and a signal
processor in communication with the motion-sensing system.
The signal processor provides an orientation signal to an
encoder. The encoder generates a feedback signal on the basis
of'the estimate of the spatial orientation provides that signal to
a stimulator coupled to the wearer’s nervous system.

Vestibular problems in the inner ear, the semicircular canal
organs or the otolith organs can cause very debilitating con-
ditions, including dizziness and vertigo. Improved apparatus
and methods are needed to treat various vestibular problems.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention includes a vestibular implant to
deliver optical (e.g., using infrared light from a laser) stimu-
lation of vestibular nerves in order to restore the vestibular
function and improve balance and/or avoid dizziness or
improve other functions of the vestibular system (i.e., eye
movements, posture, gait, sleep, etc). The infrared-light
nerve-stimulation technique is significant since, unlike elec-
trical nerve stimulation, the light can selectively stimulate
certain vestibular nerves without simultaneously spreading
the stimulation to other sets of vestibular nerves. In some
embodiments, the device has as few as five (§) channels to
control the three (3) rotational vestibular sensors (i.e., to
stimulate nerves of the semicircular canals) and the two (2)
linear vestibular sensors (i.e., to stimulate nerves of the otolith
organs—the utricle and saccule). In some embodiments, the
device has as few as one (1) channel to control a single
malfunctioning vestibular organ such as one of the three (3)
rotational vestibular sensors (i.e., to stimulate nerves of the
semicircular canals) or one of the two (2) linear vestibular
sensors (i.e., to stimulate nerves of the otolith organs—the
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utricle or saccule). In some other embodiments, numerous
channels are implanted to stimulate the vestibular sensors
and/or nerves. Optical stimulators are advantageous in that a
large number of stimulators can be combined into a small
cross-sectional area, e.g., an optical fiber bundle, or a vertical-
cavity surface-emitting-laser (VCSEL) array or other opti-
mized and compact light source. Using a large number of
optical stimulators provides easier implantation due to less
critical placement of the simulators, and later testing of the
implanted stimulators can determine which stimulators are
most effective for stimulating the desired nerve(s) and treat-
ing the desired condition. In addition, in some embodiments,
the technique of varying the wavelength is used to control the
penetration depth of the nerve stimulator, which is used to
externally stimulate the vestibular organs without having to
physically penetrate the organs. In some embodiments, the
optical stimulator is placed external to the organ and provides
optical stimulation to the nerves from the organ, instead of
implanting a probe (e.g., an electrical probe) internal to the
organ. This is advantageous in that a less invasive surgery can
be used. Further, an implantable device held within the
patient’s body reduces the risk of infections and other com-
plications. In some embodiments, optical nerve stimulation is
propagated through at least some amount of bone. In some
other embodiments, a small hole is made into or through the
bone of the skull to permit optical stimulation to the target
nerves. In some embodiments, the Cranial Nerve VIII (CN
VIII)—also called the vestibulocochlear nerve—is stimu-
lated by a prosthetic device of the present invention. Some
embodiments provide a vestibular prosthesis that uses surface
stimulation or intrafascicular stimulation (i.e., located or
occurring within a vascular bundle; e.g., some embodiments
embed the optical (or electro-optical) probe fiber(s) under the
collagenous layers of nerve and situate the stimulation probe
on the excitable axonal layer).

In some embodiments, various laser technologies are used
to provide the optical nerve stimulation. In some embodi-
ments, a semiconductor diode laser is used. In some embodi-
ments, a fiber laser is used. In some embodiments, a vertical-
cavity surface-emitting-laser (VCSEL) array stimulator
apparatus is used to provide optical nerve stimulation. In
some embodiments, the laser light is delivered to the stimu-
lation site using an optical fiber.

As used herein, a probe is the optical delivery device. In
some embodiments, various probe designs are used to deliver
optical stimulation to the desired area. In some embodiments,
an end-emitting is used, while in other embodiments, an
edge-emitting probe is used. In some embodiments, the probe
has a broad emission if a large area requires activation. In
some embodiments, a grating or lens in an optical fiber is used
to provide a broad emission area.

In some embodiments, the optical stimulator (e.g., VCSEL
array) is implanted locally or proximally to the nerves to be
stimulated. In some other embodiments, the optical stimula-
tors are remotely located and are operatively connected using
optical fibers with one end implanted proximal to the nerves
to be stimulated. In some other embodiments, the optical
stimulators are remotely located outside the body and are
operatively connected through the skin using optical fibers
with one end implanted proximal to the nerves to be stimu-
lated. In some embodiments a lens or set of lenses is used to
shape the beam and direct light from the source directly to the
excitable tissues.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A is a perspective view of the labyrinth and associ-
ated nerves of prior art embodiment for vestibular stimula-
tion.
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FIG. 1B is a perspective view of the labyrinth and associ-
ated nerves of prior art alternative embodiment for vestibular
stimulation.

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of an inner-ear labyrinth ves-
tibular nerves and organs 200.

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of an inner-ear labyrinth and
one embodiment of the present invention using optical
sources and optical fiber(s) to provide optical stimulation to
vestibular nerves.

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of an inner-ear labyrinth and
one embodiment of the present invention using a VCSEL
controller and VCSEL array to provide optical stimulation to
vestibular nerves.

FIG.5is ablock diagram of an implantable system 500 that
uses a VCSEL array for light stimulation of vestibular nerves
and/or organs 200.

FIG. 6 is a schematic 600 detailing an implantable version
of a device that is powered and controlled via an external
source.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of a light-delivery device 700
using a manually controlled selector 704 and delivery system
710 of laser light.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Although the following detailed description contains many
specifics for the purpose of illustration, a person of ordinary
skill in the art will appreciate that many variations and alter-
ations to the following details are within the scope of the
invention. Accordingly, the following preferred embodiments
of'the invention are set forth without any loss of generality to,
and without imposing limitations upon the claimed invention.

In the following detailed description of the preferred
embodiments, reference is made to the accompanying draw-
ings that form a part hereof, and in which are shown by way
of illustration specific embodiments in which the invention
may be practiced. It is understood that other embodiments
may be utilized and structural changes may be made without
departing from the scope of the present invention.

The leading digit(s) of reference numbers appearing in the
Figures generally corresponds to the Figure number in which
that component is first introduced, such that the same refer-
ence number is used throughout to refer to an identical com-
ponent which appears in multiple Figures. Signals and con-
nections may be referred to by the same reference number or
label, and the actual meaning will be clear from its use in the
context of the description.

As used herein, the inner-ear vestibular organs (or vestibu-
lar organs) are defined as including the saccule and utricle
otolith organs and the semicircular canal organs. As used
herein, optical nerve stimulation is defined as the direct
stimulation of nerves or nerve endings by means of laser light.
Optical nerve stimulation includes optically stimulating
nerves and especially optically stimulating in order to gener-
ate or alter one or more nerve action potentials (NAPs). Alter-
ing a nerve action potential includes preventing a nerve action
potential (NAP) that would otherwise occur and/or altering
the frequency of NAPs. Compound nerve action potential
(CNAP) is one form of nerve action potential (NAP). As used
herein, optical nerve stimulation is not limited to stimulation
of'the optic nerve or retina tissues (which are related to the eye
and sight). Rather, optical stimulation can be used for gener-
ating a nerve signal on virtually any nerve, since any nerve or
other similar excitable tissue can be optically stimulated
(which generates a short temperature transient) such that the
nerve generates a nerve action potential based on the laser-
tissue interaction leading to a stimulatory effect.
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In some embodiments, the invention provides an optical
nerve stimulation device and method that provides different
nerve stimulation signals to a plurality of different vestibular
nerves, including at least some of the three semicircular canal
nerves and/or the two otolith organ nerves. In some embodi-
ments, balance conditions of the person are sensed by, or
transmitted to, the implanted device, and based on the device-
sensed balance conditions, controlled and varying optical
nerve-stimulation signals are sent to a plurality of the differ-
ent vestibular nerves.

An afferent nerve carries impulses (i.e., nerve action poten-
tials) toward the central nervous system. The opposite of
afferent is efferent, wherein efferent nerves carry impulses
(i.e., nerve action potentials) from the central nervous system,
typically to control or actuate muscles, effector organs, or
glands. For at least some vestibular organs, the afferent nerves
from vestibular sense organ(s) are in pairs (one on each side of
the head—i.e., right and left), and when in balance, both
nerves send nerve pulses at equal rates (e.g., 50 pulses per
second from one of the pair of nerves and 50 pulses per second
from the other), but when out of balance, send nerve pulses at
different rates (e.g., 10 pulses per second from one of the pair
of'nerves and 90 pulses per second from the other). Thus, too
few nerve pulses or too many nerve pulses can both cause a
sense of imbalance. Some embodiments of the present inven-
tion provide optical nerve stimulation to cause more pulses
per second to be transmitted. Some embodiments of the
present invention optionally provide different optical nerve
stimulation to cause fewer pulses per second to be transmit-
ted. In some embodiments, the present invention provides an
implanted stimulation device that provides vestibular stimu-
lation to only a single side, while other embodiments provide
controlled vestibular stimulation to vestibular organs on both
left and right sides of a person, which can be stimulated
independently, or stimulated simultaneously but at different
pulse rates in order, for example, to achieve controlled differ-
ential stimulation to obtain a better sense of balance, or by
other simultaneous signals to achieve a desired sensation for
the patient.

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of an inner-ear labyrinth ves-
tibular nerves and organs 200. The vestibular nerve 110 is an
afferent nerve that carries impulses toward the central ner-
vous system. The vestibular nerve branches 125 (including
the anterior canal nerve, the posterior canal nerve, the lateral
canal nerve, the utricular nerve, and the saccular nerve) join
together at the vestibular ganglion 120. The vestibular laby-
rinth includes the anterior semicircular canal 151 and anterior
semicircular ampulla 161, lateral semicircular canal 152 and
lateral semicircular ampulla 162, posterior semicircular canal
153 and posterior semicircular ampulla 163, the utricle 140,
and the saccule 130. The cochlear labyrinth includes the
cochlea 180 and the cochlear nerve 170.

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of an inner-ear labyrinth and
one embodiment of the present invention using an optical
signal source and optical fiber to provide optical stimulation
to vestibular nerves. In some embodiments, an optical signal
source 310 (such as a VCSEL array or a plurality of VCSEL
sources) provides a plurality of light signals from one or more
laser light sources. Optical fiber bundle 320 carries the light
signals from the optical signal source 310 to the optical head
330. The optical head 330 routes the optical fibers 340 of the
optical bundle 320 to a plurality of optical lenses 350. In the
embodiment shown, the optical lenses 350 direct the light
signals from the optical signal source 310 toward the vesti-
bular nerve branches 125. In some other embodiments, the
optical lenses 350 direct the light signals from the optical
signal source 310 toward the vestibular nerve 110. In some
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other embodiments, the optical lenses direct the light signals
from the optical source 310 toward one or more nerves of the
vestibular ampullae 161, 162, 163, utricle 140, and the sac-
cule 130.

In some embodiments, fiber-optic connection and delivery
configurations, long-wavelength VCSEL devices, and
VCSEL arrays, such as described in U.S. Pat. No. 7,116,886,
U.S. Pat. No. 7,031,363 and U.S. Pat. No. 7,004,645 (which
are each incorporated herein by reference), are used for the
optical fiber bundle 320 and optical signal source 310.

FIG. 3.1 is a perspective view of a conventional optical
fiber array connector head 301 that is used for some embodi-
ments of optical head 330. The connector 301 comprises two
plates 311 and 312 (e.g., silicon plates) each having an array
of optical fiber support channels 311a, 312a (V-grooves)
formed on interior surfaces thereof, corresponding to a lon-
gitudinal direction of optical fibers to be mounted therein. A
plurality of optical fibers 313 are secured in corresponding
channels 311a, 312qa, between the plates 311, 312 using
known clamping and bonding methods. The FIG. 3.1 shows
that the light-emitting front face 319 is planar and the light is
emitted in substantially parallel directions from the plurality
of fibers 313 at that front face 319.

In general, an optical-fiber-connector head such as shown
in FIG. 3.1 based on a silicon V-groove array is formed by: (1)
etching V-groove channels into a silicon substrate and dicing
silicon plates (having the channels) out from the wafer; (2)
bonding the optical fiber(s) between corresponding
V-grooves of top and bottom plates; and then (3) grinding and
polishing the mating end of the connector so that the ends of
the optical fiber(s) are coplanar with the front face 319 at the
front edges of the V-groove plates 311, 312. For an optical-
fiber-connector head that will not be permanently joined with
an index matching material, it is desirable to have the optical
fibers project slightly beyond the edges of the V-groove plates
to ensure that there is no gap between the connected optical
fibers. Silicon V-channel arrays are preferably employed for
forming silicon spacing chips and connectors such as shown
in FIG. 3.1 because the silicon v-groove arrays can be readily
fabricated with high precision via anisotropic etching of
single crystalline silicon. More specifically, the formation of
V-grooves in silicon is based on knowledge that the crystal of
the silicon wafer has different atomic densities-per-unit-area
on different surfaces (silicon crystal-lattice orientations com-
monly known as 100, 110, 111) of the crystal lattice, and that
the etching rates vary along the different directions of the
crystal lattice. Further, silicon is a very rigid material with a
low thermal coefficient of expansion, which properties render
silicon ideal for mounting optical fibers.

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of an inner-ear labyrinth and
one embodiment of the present invention using a VCSEL
controller and VCSEL array to provide optical stimulation to
vestibular nerves. In some embodiments, a VCSEL controller
410 provides a plurality of electrical signals and is operatively
connected to the VCSEL array head 430 through electrical
bundle 420. The electrical signals drive a VCSEL array head
430 implanted near the vestibular organs producing light
signals. The VCSEL array head 430 produces a plurality of
laser light signals. In some embodiments, the VCSEL array
head 430 contains a plurality of optical lenses 450 to direct the
laser light on to the nerves and/or tissue. In the embodiment
shown, the optical lenses 450 direct the light signals from the
VCSEL array head 440 toward the vestibular nerve branches
125. In some other embodiments, the optical lenses 450 direct
the light signals from the VCSEL array head 430 toward the
vestibular nerve 110. In some other embodiments, the optical
lenses direct the light signals from the VCSEL array head 440
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toward one or more nerves of the vestibular ampullae 161,
162, 163, utricle 140, and the saccule 130.

In some embodiments, long-wavelength VCSEL devices
and/or VCSEL arrays, such as described in U.S. Pat. No.
7,031,363 and U.S. Pat. No. 7,004,645 (which are each incor-
porated herein by reference), are used for the VCSEL array
head 440 in FIG. 4.

In accordance with the invention, a configuration of
VCSELs may be arranged as linear arrays, N-by-N arrays or
other geometries in accordance with the invention. FIG. 4.1
shows a conceptual view of an embodiment in accordance
with the invention. In some embodiments, each of the
VCSELs 4100, 4200, 4300, 4400 operates at a separate wave-
length to generate light beams 460, 461, 462, 463, each light
beam being at a particular wavelength. Filterless parallel
wavelength-division multiplexer element 401 is used to direct
light, from VCSEL configuration 470, comprising VCSELs
4100, 4200, 4300, 4400, to the destination target 425. The
number of VCSELSs and lenses may be increased along with
the number of optical targets. Using two or more filterless
parallel wavelength-division multiplexer elements 401 with
two or more optical destination targets, respectively, results in
a filterless parallel wavelength-division multiplexer.

Lensesin plane 4001, such as lenses 411,421, 431,441, are
typically made just large enough to collect most of the light
emitted by VCSELs 4100, 4200, 4300, 4400 such as beams
460, 461, 462, 463, respectively. The general design consid-
erations are as follows. Because a VCSEL typically emits a
vertical cone of light, the center of the lens aperture in plane
4001 should be aligned with the VCSEL aperture to capture
the VCSEL light. In order to direct light from a first lens in a
first plane to the appropriate lens in a second plane, the vertex
of the first lens must lie on the line connecting the VCSEL
aperture to the center of the appropriate lens aperture in the
second plane. This results in an offset between the center of
the first lens aperture and the vertex of the first lens. There-
fore, the first lens is an off-axis section of a lens. The appro-
priate lens in the second plane needs to be large enough to
capture most of the light incident on it and focus this light into
the optical destination target. The lens in the second plane
focuses the incident light into the optical fiber which is posi-
tioned to minimize the overall range of angles of the incident
light going into the optical destination target. Because the
lens in the second plane needs to focus the incident into the
optical destination target, the line connecting the optical des-
tination target center with the lens vertex needs to be parallel
to the incident light which by design is parallel to the line
connecting the VCSEL aperture to the center of the lens in
second plane. This requires that there be an offset between the
center of the lens aperture in the second plane and the lens
vertex. Hence, the lens in second plane is also off-axis. The
other lenses of the multiplexer and any additional optical
destination targets are similarly positioned.

The general design considerations discussed above assume
that the VCSEL is a point source, which is an approximation.
Additional assumptions have neglected diffraction and lens
aberrations. The design implementation of wavelength-divi-
sion multiplexer 401 corrects for these factors and the imple-
mentation typically will differ from the above description
that, however, results in a baseline design that is qualitatively
similar to the actual implementation. In practice, the qualita-
tive description provides a starting configuration that may be
iteratively modified using ray-tracing software packages such
as ZEMAX® or CODE V® until the amount of VCSEL light
reaching the optical fiber has been optimized.

Withrespectto FIG. 4.1, for example, VCSEL 4100 is lined
up with the center of lens 411, and lens 411 needs to be large
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enough to capture most of the light from VCSEL 4100. The
vertex of lens 411 lies in plane 4001 on the line defined by
VCSEL 4100 and the center of lens 412. Hence, the vertex of
lens 411 and the center of the aperture of lens 411 are offset
from each other and lens 411 is an off-axis lens. Lens 412 in
plane 4002 needs to be sufficiently large to collect most of the
light incident on it and focus that light into destination target
425. Lens 412 focuses most of the incident light into desti-
nation target 425 which is positioned to minimize the overall
range of angles of the incident light that is entering destina-
tion target 425. Because lens 412 focuses the light into des-
tination target 425, the line connecting the center of destina-
tion target 425 needs to be parallel to the incident light. By
design, the incident light is parallel to the line connecting the
aperture of VCSEL 4100 to the center of lens 412 in plane
4002. This requires that the vertex of lens 412 and the center
of the aperture of lens 412 are offset from each other. Hence,
lens 412 is also an off-axis lens. Similar considerations apply
for lenses 421, 431, 441 in plane 4001 and lenses 422, 432,
442 in plane 4002.

As described above, in some embodiments, each of
VCSELs 4100,4200, 4300, 4400 operates at a separate wave-
length to generate light beams 460, 461, 462, 463, each light
beam being at a particular wavelength. VCSELs 4100, 4200,
4300, 4400 typically reside on separate die. Light beams 460,
461, 462, 463 enter filterless parallel wavelength-division
multiplexer 401 having two planes of lenses. In FIG. 4.1,
VCSELs 4100, 4200, 4300, 4400 transmit light beams 460,
461,462,463 to lenses 411,421,431, 441 residing in first lens
plane 4001. Lenses 411, 421, 431, 441 function to redirect
beams 460, 461, 462, 463 into lenses 412, 422, 432, 442,
respectively. Lenses 412, 422, 432, 442 residing in second
lens plane 4002 function to direct light beams 460, 461, 462,
463, respectively, into destination target 425. Hence, light of
four different wavelengths is multiplexed into destination
target 425.

FIG. 4.2 shows an embodiment of a VCSEL array configu-
ration 402 for a parallel wavelength-division transmitter in
accordance with the invention. Configuration 402 shown in
FIG. 4.2 is a four-wavelength, twelve-destination-target con-
figuration constructed from two-dimensional single-wave-
length monolithic VCSEL arrays. In this embodiment, there
are three groups 4101, 4102, 4103 of four square dies 4121,
4122, 4123, 4124 corresponding to two-by-two VCSEL
arrays 4150, 4160, 4170, 4180, respectively. The number of
dies and groups in the configuration may be increased in
accordance with the invention to allow for both more wave-
lengths and destination targets. VCSEL arrays 4150, 4160,
4170,4180 each operate at a different wavelength. Dies 4121,
4122, 4123, 4124 are arranged such that each group 4101,
4102, 4103 contains VCSEL arrays for each of the four wave-
lengths. This arrangement ensures that devices of different
wavelengths are sufficiently close together to avoid the need
for large angle deflections within multiplexer element 401
(i.e., between planes 4001 and 4002) to direct the light beams
into each respective destination target 425. The need for large
angle deflections using refractive lenses presents a cost issue
and using diffractive lenses results in higher light losses.

The substantially square aspect ratio of dies 4121, 4122,
4123, 4124 improves handle-ability in the manufacturing
environment and reduces handling breakage. VCSEL mate-
rial is typically brittle and VCSEL structures with a high
aspect ratio are inherently more susceptible to damage than
VCSEL structures with a low aspect ratio. Long VCSEL
arrays (high aspect ratio) have proportionally more surface
area than square VCSEL arrays (low aspect ratio). For
example, a three-by-three VCSEL array on a 250 um pitch has
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nine devices with a perimeter of 3000 um whereas a one-by-
nine VCSEL array also has nine devices but for the same pitch
has a 5000 um perimeter. Because cracks usually start on the
die perimeter, reducing the die perimeter typically increases
the VCSEL-array yield. Additionally, long VCSEL arrays are
typically subject to more stress due to thermally induced
stresses resulting from attachment to the substrate material.

Conventional production tooling is typically designed to
handle parts that have a low aspect ratio. The majority of
semiconductor devices have a relatively low aspect ratio
(typically an approximately square shape when viewed from
the top or bottom) and as a result, the conventional production
tooling is typically designed to accommodate such low aspect
ratio shapes.

Using two-by-two VCSEL arrays 4150, 4160, 4170, 4180
located on dies 4121, 4122, 4123, 4124, respectively, the
arrangement of the bond-pads (not shown) on each die 4121,
4122, 4123, 4124 allows the use of solder-reflow self align-
ment during alignment and attachment, decreasing assembly
costs. Typically, solder-reflow self alignment is more effec-
tive for two-by-two arrays such as VCSEL arrays 4150, 4160,
4170, 4180.

FIG. 4.3 shows a simplified view of solder bumps 4199 and
4599 on the bottoms of die 4121 and die 4515, respectively.
Solder bumps 4199 and 4599 act to self align die 4121 and die
4515, respectively, during reflow.

The self-alignment mechanism is due to minimization of
the surface tension at each of the individual solder attachment
sites so that at each solder attachment site the surface tension
is minimized. Each solder bump has a somewhat different
volume and wets the bonding pads somewhat differently. The
differences are relatively small but cause each solder bump to
pull dies 4121 and 4515 in a different direction. A vector
summing of the various forces occurs resulting in the final
positioning of die 4121 and 4515. Because a two-by-two
VCSEL array has a higher degree of symmetry than a one-
by-twelve VCSEL array, better alignment typically results for
a two-by-two VCSEL array or other VCSEL arrays having a
higher degree of symmetry than a one-by-twelve array
VCSEL array.

The size of two-by-two VCSEL arrays 4150, 4160, 4170,
4180 can be reduced in size to the minimum size needed for
solder bumps to attach VCSEL arrays 4150, 4160, 4170, 4180
to the substrate. For example, if sufficiently small solder
bumps are used to attach two-by-two VCSEL arrays 4150,
4160,4170, 1480 that are 150 um on a side, the VCSEL array
size will work with filterless parallel wavelength-division
multiplexer even if the pitch of the optical fiber array is 250
pum. In contrast, for one-by-twelve VCSEL arrays, the pitch of
the VCSEL array is constrained by and must match the pitch
of the optical fiber array. Because the cost of VCSEL die is
proportional to their area cost may be reduced by reducing
area. In addition, having a relatively small number of devices
per die increases the yield per die. For example, if 5% of the
VCSELs in a one-by-twelve VCSEL arrays are defective, the
array yield will be about 54% if the defects are random. For
two-by-two VCSEL arrays 4150, 4160, 4170, 4180 with the
same defect rate of 5%, the array yield will be 81%. Because
yield per die is proportional to cost, smaller arrays are much
cheaper.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of an implantable/partially
implantable system 500 that uses a VCSEL array for light
stimulation of vestibular nerves and/or organs 200 (e.g., some
embodiments use a VCSEL array such as described by U.S.
Provisional Patent Application No. 60/964,634 filed Aug. 13,
2007, titled “VCSEL Array Stimulator Apparatus and
Method for Light Stimulation of Bodily Tissues™). System
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500 represents one embodiment of the present invention,
wherein a low-power, low-threshold VCSEL array 501 emits
laser light from each of a plurality of VCSELs, for example
VCSELs implemented as an array of separately activatable
lasers formed in a monolithic semiconductor chip. Each laser
beam is separately controlled by laser-and-power controller
510 that drives the laser-diode VCSELs under control of a
processor or circuitry 509 that generates signals that are con-
figured to stimulate the tissue as desired. For example, in
some embodiments, the light signals 505 are collimated,
focused and/or guided by optics 503. In some embodiments,
the system uses a visible laser and/or LED array 502 that
produce visible light signals 512 to help align the VCSEL
laser array signals 511 with the lens array/beam coupler/
combiner optics 503.

In some embodiments, long-wavelength VCSEL devices
and/or VCSEL arrays, such as described in U.S. Pat. No.
7,031,363 and U.S. Pat. No. 7,004,645 (which are each incor-
porated herein by reference), are used for the VCSEL array
501.

With VCSEL emitters as small as about ten (10) microns
(or smaller) in diameter per channel, in some embodiments, a
single VCSEL chip or assembly is used to output multiple
independent stimulation channels (VCSEL laser signals) in
any array permutation or shape, and in some embodiments,
these channels are fiber coupled and/or direct light straight to
a plurality of areas of tissue. In some embodiments, a com-
bination of both fiber-coupled and direct propagation laser
output is used to stimulate tissue.

FIG. 6 is a schematic 600 detailing an implantable version
of a device that is powered and controlled via an external
source. In some embodiments, an optical stimulator 601 is
implanted into a subject (e.g., a patient) 99 to provide an
efficacious amount of IR-light stimulation to a nerve fiber. In
some embodiments, this optical stimulator 601 contains com-
ponents including an RF recharger 606, battery 607, control-
ler 608, visible-laser source 609, IR-laser source 610 and
combiner 611, with each being operatively coupled to each
other such that the RF recharger 606 provides electrical
power to the battery 607, which, in turn powers the controller
608. The controller 608 provides electrical power and control
signals to the visible-laser source 609 and IR-laser source
610, regulating type and intensity of pulse generated by each
of these sources. In some embodiments, the light from these
sources (i.e., 609 and 610) is sent to a combiner 611 where the
light is combined into a single beam. In some embodiments,
the combiner 611 is operatively coupled to an optical-fiber
structure 602 that is then positioned such that it can deliver an
efficacious amount of IR light to a point of stimulation 603. In
some embodiments, this point may be nerve fibers located
along the spinal cord, whereas in other embodiments this
point of stimulation 603 may be some other group of nerve
fibers. As with other embodiments, light from the visible-
laser source 609 is used to position the optical-fiber structure
602 relative to a point of stimulation 603. Once the optical-
fiber structure 602 is positioned, IR laser light may be applied.

In at least one embodiment, control of the optical stimula-
tor 601 is via a radio remote programmer 604 that sends
control signals to the above-described controller 608. In some
embodiments, an RF charge source 605 is used to supply
electrical power to the optical stimulator 601.

In some embodiments, the present invention provides a
method that includes obtaining a plurality of light signals
from one or more laser light sources; delivering the plurality
of light signals to one or more nerves of each of one or more
inner-ear vestibular organs of a living animal; and selectively
controlling the plurality of light signals to optically stimulate
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the one or more nerves in order to control nerve action poten-
tials (NAPs) produced by the one or more nerves.

In some embodiments, the living animal is a human person.
In some embodiments, the living animal is a large non-human
animal, e.g., arace horse or dairy cow. In some embodiments,
the living animal is a small non-human animal, e.g., a dog,
cat, rodent or the like.

In some embodiments, the selectively controlling the light
signals includes controlling a pulse width of the plurality of
light signals.

In some embodiments, the selectively controlling the light
signals includes controlling a duty cycle of the plurality of
light signals.

In some embodiments, the selectively controlling the light
signals includes controlling an on-time and an off-time of the
plurality of light signals.

In some embodiments, the selectively controlling the light
signals includes controlling a wavelength of the plurality of
light signals.

In some embodiments, the selectively controlling the light
signals includes controlling a pulse repetition rate of the
plurality of light signals.

In some embodiments, the selectively controlling the light
signals includes controlling a pulse shape of the plurality of
light signals.

In some embodiments, the selectively controlling the light
signals includes controlling a minimum light intensity and a
maximum light intensity of the plurality of light signals.

In some embodiments, the present invention provides a
combination of electrical and optical stimulation.

In some embodiments, the selectively controlling the light
signals includes controlling a DC background amount oflight
intensity of the plurality of light signals.

In some embodiments, the present invention provides a
combination of electrical and optical stimulation. In some
embodiments, the method further includes selectively con-
trolling and applying to one or more tissues of the animal one
or more electrical signals (i.e., hybrid electrical and optical
stimulation of one or more tissues). In some embodiments,
the selectively controlling and applying the electrical signal
(s) includes controlling and applying a DC background
amount of electrical signal. In some embodiments, the selec-
tively controlling and applying the electrical signal(s)
includes applying electrical pulses.

In some embodiments, the selectively controlling the light
signals includes controlling a precharge amount of light
intensity followed by a trigger amount of light intensity of the
plurality of light signals.

In some embodiments, the selectively controlling the light
signals includes controlling the light signals to delay at least
some of the NAPs produced by the one or more nerves that
would otherwise occur without the plurality of light signals.

In some embodiments, the selectively controlling the light
signals includes controlling the light signals to increase a
frequency of the NAPs produced by the one or more nerves
that would otherwise occur without the plurality of light
signals.

In some embodiments, the selectively controlling the light
signals includes controlling the light signals to decrease a
frequency of the NAPs produced by the one or more nerves
that would otherwise occur without the plurality of light
signals.

In some embodiments, the obtaining the plurality of light
signals includes implanting a self-contained battery-powered
laser-light-generation device.

In some embodiments, the plurality of light signals
includes implanting self-contained infrared (IR ) laser device.
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In some embodiments, the delivering the plurality of light
signals to one or more nerves of each of one or more inner-ear
vestibular organs includes using one or more optical fibers to
guide the light signals.

In some embodiments, the delivering the plurality of light
signals to one or more nerves of each of one or more inner-ear
vestibular organs includes positioning a delivery end of one or
more fibers against a vestibular organ and using the one or
more optical fibers to guide the light signals from a laser
source to the vestibular organ.

In some embodiments, the one or more laser light sources
include a first light source and a second light source, wherein
the selectively controlling the plurality of light signals
includes controlling the first light source to send a first series
of pulses during a first period of time and controlling the
second light source to send a second series of pulses during
the first period of time, and wherein the first series of pulses
differs from the second series of pulses in repetition rate.

In some embodiments, the present invention provides a
method further including sensing one or more conditions that
affect balance, and wherein the selectively controlling the
plurality of light signals includes controlling the light signals,
at least partly based on the sensed one or more conditions that
affect balance, to provide a sense-of-balance nerve stimula-
tion.

In some embodiments, the sensing of the one or more
conditions that affect balance includes sensing motion and
orientation.

In some embodiments, the sensing the one or more condi-
tions that affect balance includes monitoring muscular stimu-
lation.

In some embodiments, electrical stimulation delivered via
nerves connected to muscles is sensed. In some embodi-
ments, the result of the muscular movement is sensed.

In some embodiments of the invention, monitoring mus-
cular stimulation includes monitoring eye movements.

In some embodiments, electrical stimulation delivered via
nerves connected to eye muscles is sensed. In some embodi-
ments, the eye movement is sensed to indirectly sense eye
muscle stimulation.

In some embodiments, the present invention provides an
apparatus that includes one or more laser light sources con-
figured to generate a plurality of light signals; and a transmis-
sion medium configured to transmit the plurality of light
signals from the one or more laser light sources to one or more
nerves of each of one or more inner-ear vestibular organs of a
living animal; a controller to selectively control the plurality
of light signals from each of the one or more infrared-laser
light sources such that the light signals provide controlled
optical stimulation to the one or more nerves in order to
control nerve action potentials (NAPs) produced by the one or
more nerves.

In some embodiments, the living animal is a human person.
In some embodiments, the living animal is a large non-human
animal, e.g., arace horse or dairy cow. In some embodiments,
the living animal is a small non-human animal, e.g., a dog or
cat.

In some embodiments, the control of the light signals pro-
vided by the controller includes selective control of a pulse
width of the plurality of light signals.

In some embodiments, the control of the light signals pro-
vided by the controller includes selective control of a duty
cycle of the plurality of light signals.

In some embodiments, the control of the light signals pro-
vided by the controller includes selective control of an on-
time and an off-time of the plurality of light signals.
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In some embodiments, the control of the light signals pro-
vided by the controller includes selective control of a wave-
length of the plurality of light signals.

In some embodiments, the control of the light signals pro-
vided by the controller includes selective control of a pulse
repetition rate of the plurality of light signals.

In some embodiments, the control of the light signals pro-
vided by the controller includes selective control of a pulse
shape of the plurality of light signals.

In some embodiments, the control of the light signals pro-
vided by the controller includes selective control of a mini-
mum light intensity and a maximum light intensity of the
plurality of light signals.

In some embodiments, the control of the light signals pro-
vided by the controller includes selective control of a DC
background amount of light intensity of the plurality of light
signals.

In some embodiments, the control of the light signals pro-
vided by the controller includes selective control of a pre-
charge amount of light intensity followed by a trigger amount
of light intensity amount of light intensity of the plurality of
light signals.

In some embodiments, the control of the light signals pro-
vided by the controller includes selective control of the plu-
rality of light signals to delay at least some of the NAPs
produced by the one or more nerves that would otherwise
occur.

In some embodiments, the control of the light signals pro-
vided by the controller includes selective control of the plu-
rality of light signals to increase a frequency of the NAPs
produced by the one or more nerves that would otherwise
occur.

In some embodiments, the control of the light signals pro-
vided by the controller includes selective control of the plu-
rality of light signals to decrease a frequency of the NAPs
produced by the one or more nerves that would otherwise
occur.

Insome embodiments, the apparatus includes an implanted
a self-contained battery-powered laser light-generation
device.

In some embodiments, the obtaining the plurality of light
signals includes implanting self-contained infrared (IR ) laser
device.

In some embodiments, the a transmission medium config-
ured to transmit light signals from the one or more laser light
sources to one or more nerves of each of one or more inner-ear
vestibular organs of a living animal includes one or more
optical fibers configured to guide the light signals.

In some embodiments, the one or more laser light sources
include a first light source and a second light source, wherein
the control of the light signals provided by the controller
includes selective control of the first light source to send a first
series of pulses during a first period of time and selective
control of the second light source to send a second series of
pulses during the first period of time, and wherein the first
series of pulses differs from the second series of pulses in
repetition rate.

In some embodiments, the present invention provides an
apparatus further including at least one sensor configured to
sense one or more conditions that affect balance, and wherein
the control of the light signals provided by the controller
includes selective control of the light signals to provide a
sense-of-balance nerve stimulation at least partly based on a
signal from the at least one sensor.

In some embodiments, the at least one sensor includes a
motion sensor.
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In some embodiments, the at least one sensor includes an
orientation sensor.

In some embodiments, the at least one sensor includes a
muscular stimulation monitor.

In some embodiments, electrical stimulation carried via
efferent nerves to muscles is sensed. In some embodiments,
the result of the muscular movement is sensed.

In some embodiments, the muscular stimulation monitor
includes a sensor that monitors eye movements.

In some embodiments, the present invention provides an
apparatus that includes means for obtaining a plurality of
light signals from one or more laser light sources; and means
for delivering the plurality of light signals to one or more
nerves of each of one or more inner-ear vestibular organs of a
living animal; means for selectively controlling the plurality
of light signals to optically stimulate the one or more nerves
in order to control nerve action potentials (NAPS) produced
by the one or more nerves.

In some embodiments, the living animal is a human person.
In some embodiments, the living animal is a large non-human
animal, e.g., arace horse or dairy cow. In some embodiments,
the living animal is a small non-human animal, e.g., a dog or
cat.

In some embodiments, the means for selectively control-
ling the light signals includes means for controlling a pulse
width of the plurality of light signals.

In some embodiments, the means for selectively control-
ling the light signals includes means for controlling a duty
cycle of the plurality of light signals.

In some embodiments, the means for selectively control-
ling the light signals includes means for controlling an on-
time and an off-time of the plurality of light signals.

In some embodiments, the means for selectively control-
ling the light signals includes means for controlling a wave-
length of the plurality of light signals.

In some embodiments, the means for selectively control-
ling the light signals includes means for controlling a pulse
repetition rate of the plurality of light signals.

In some embodiments, the means for selectively control-
ling the light signals includes means for controlling a pulse
shape of the plurality of light signals.

In some embodiments, the means for selectively control-
ling the light signals includes means for controlling a mini-
mum light intensity and a maximum light intensity of the
plurality of light signals.

In some embodiments, the means for selectively control-
ling the light signals includes means for controlling a DC
background amount of light intensity of the plurality of light
signals.

In some embodiments, the means for selectively control-
ling the light signals includes means for controlling a pre-
charge amount of light intensity followed by a trigger amount
of light intensity of the plurality of light signals.

In some embodiments, the means for selectively control-
ling the light signals includes means for controlling the light
signals to delay at least some of the NAPs produced by the one
or more nerves that would otherwise occur without the plu-
rality of light signals.

In some embodiments, the means for selectively control-
ling the light signals includes means for controlling the light
signals to increase a frequency of the NAPs produced by the
one or more nerves that would otherwise occur without the
plurality of light signals.

In some embodiments, the means for selectively control-
ling the light signals includes means for controlling the light
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signals to decrease a frequency of the NAPs produced by the
one or more nerves that would otherwise occur without the
plurality of light signals.

In some embodiments, the means for obtaining the plural-
ity of light signals includes implanting a self-contained bat-
tery-powered laser-light-generation device.

In some embodiments, the obtaining the plurality of light
signals includes implanting self-contained infrared (IR ) laser
device.

In some embodiments, the means for delivering the plural-
ity of light signals to one or more nerves of each of one or
more inner-ear vestibular organs includes using one or more
optical fibers to guide the light signals.

In some embodiments, the one or more laser light sources
include a first light source and a second light source, wherein
the means for selectively controlling the plurality of light
signals includes means for controlling the first light source to
send a first series of pulses during a first period of time and
means for controlling the second light source to send a second
series of pulses during the first period of time, and wherein the
first series of pulses differs from the second series of pulses in
repetition rate.

In some embodiments, the present invention provides an
apparatus further including means for sensing one or more
conditions that affect balance, and wherein the means for
selectively controlling the plurality of light signals includes
means for controlling the light signals, at least partly based on
the sensed one or more conditions that affect balance, to
provide a sense-of-balance nerve stimulation.

In some embodiments, the means for sensing of the one or
more conditions that affect balance includes means for sens-
ing motion and orientation.

In some embodiments, the means for sensing the one or
more conditions that affect balance includes means for moni-
toring muscular stimulation.

In some embodiments, electrical stimulation delivered via
nerves connected to muscles is sensed. In some embodi-
ments, the result of the muscular movement is sensed.

In some embodiments, the means for monitoring muscular
stimulation includes means for monitoring eye movements.

In some embodiments, electrical stimulation delivered via
nerves connected to eye muscles is sensed. In some embodi-
ments, the eye movement is sensed to indirectly sense eye
muscle stimulation.

In some embodiments, electrical stimulation to eye
muscles is sensed. In some embodiments, the eye movement
is sensed to indirectly sense eye muscle stimulation.

In some embodiments, the present invention provides a
method that includes obtaining light from an optical source;
and transmitting the light to respective nerves of each of a
plurality of inner-ear balance organs of an animal. The animal
can either be a human or be some other animal.

In some embodiments, the transmitting includes transmit-
ting different amounts of the light through optical fibers to
stimulate respective nerves of each of the plurality of inner-
ear balance organs.

In some embodiments, the transmitting includes transmit-
ting different wavelengths of the light to stimulate respective
nerves of each of the plurality of inner-ear balance organs.

In some embodiments, various parameters are adjusted
and/or controlled, such as the pulse repetition rate or pattern,
the pulse width, the pulse intensity, the wavelength(s), the
amount of background constant (DC) optical level, and/or
selected multiple simultaneous wavelengths. Multiple wave-
lengths are provided, in some embodiments, by using a plu-
rality of lasers having different wavelengths. In some



US 8,012,189 B1

19

embodiments, a plurality of fibers is used to deliver the stimu-
lation light to a plurality of stimulation sites.

In some embodiments, the present invention includes trig-
gers and sensors that generate signals that are input to soft-
ware of the present invention, wherein the software analyzes
the signals and based on the analysis, generates control sig-
nals that control the parameters, such as frequency and inten-
sity of light output (e.g., laser pulses) for each of one or more
channels that communicate with the vestibular nucleus. For
example, some embodiments use sensors such as described in
U.S. Pat. No. 6,546,291 issued to Merfeld et al. on Apr. 8,
2003, which was described above and which is incorporated
herein by reference. For example, some embodiments include
sensors for detecting characteristics of the patient’s head,
eyes, posture and the like.

Some embodiments use one or more implanted VCSEL
arrays to directly stimulate the desired nerves, while in other
embodiments, one or more implanted VCSELSs are optically
coupled using one or more optical fibers leading to the stimu-
lation sites.

In other embodiments, one or more VCSEL arrays are
located external to the patient’s body, and use transcutaneous
coupling to one or more implanted fiber arrays. In some
embodiments, the implanted fiber arrays provide one or more
feedback loops (e.g., a fiber having both of its ends facing
outwards from the body) in order to assist coupling align-
ment. In some embodiments, permanent magnets are used on
the implanted fiber arrays and external VCSEL stimulator to
maintain coupling and assist in coupling alignment. In some
embodiments, the implanted fiber arrays have a bulbous head
on each fiber to collect and direct laser light into the fiber core.

Some embodiments provide programmable and/or repro-
grammable control. In some embodiments, the controller is
implanted in the body, and in some other embodiments, the
controller is located external to the body and coupled to an
implanted fiber array using transcutaneous coupling (e.g.,
some embodiments use a VCSEL array to provide light from
the stimulator.

In some embodiments, electrical signals of the nerves are
sensed and used to provide feedback to the controller, in order
to better control the laser stimulation signal.

In some embodiments, a plurality of light-emitting optical-
fiber structures is used to emit efficacious IR and/or visible
light to stimulate nerve tissue. In at least one embodiment, the
tips of these optical-fiber structures are arranged in an array-
type pattern, whereas in other embodiments the tips are
arranged in a matrix-type pattern. Other patterns are also
provided and are only limited by empirical testing and/or
modeling to determine which patterns are more or less effec-
tive.

In some embodiments, in those instances where an array-
or matrix-type configuration is used software is used to isolate
an isomorphism between a particular light-emitting optical-
fiber structure and certain nerve tissues. Put another way,
once a reaction of a particular nerve tissue is determined,
software can be used to determine which light-emitting opti-
cal-fiber structure actually caused the reaction on the part of
the nerve tissue. The algorithm to determine which light-
emitting structure caused a reaction could be a simple sequen-
tial-search algorithm whereby each light-emitting optical-
fiber structure individually emits light by itself and a nerve-
tissue reaction is determined to be present or absent, or it
could be a more sophisticated binary-search algorithm
whereby, for example, an array of light-emitting optical-fiber
structures is divided in half, each sub-array tested individu-
ally to determine whether a nerve-tissue reaction is present or
absent, and if one sub-array is indeed associated with a nerve-
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tissue reaction then that sub-array is again divided in half and
the process repeated. Some embodiments use algorithms to
search array-like structures and matrices, such as are well
known in the art. (See Algorithms in C++: Parts 1-4 3
Edition, by Robert Sedgewick, Addison Wesley 1998.)

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of a light-delivery device 700
using a manually controlled selector 704 and delivery system
710 of laser light. In some embodiments, delivery system 710
includes a multi-fiber ferrule 705 presenting a plurality of
optical-fiber-structure ends 707 closely spaced apart along a
line and placed into a delivery head 701. Fiber bundle 706
includes a plurality of fibers that, in some embodiments, are
each separately controllable to selectively deliver stimulation
light signals to one or more of the plurality of optical-fiber-
structure ends 707.

In some cases, for each fiber in bundle 706 a single-emitter
diode with a single-mode fiber is used, depending on the
nerve size. In some embodiments, the head 701 is placed
across a nerve bundle within which the desired nerve of
interest is located. Individual optical fibers of fiber bundle 706
are illuminated with stimulation light successively, in order to
locate a particular nerve of interest. This allows the user to
move the light beam small distances between adjacent nerves
without moving the delivery head or having to manually
adjust small distances by hand. In some embodiments, a foot
control having the same functionality is used in place of
button or lever 704 and selector wheel 709, in order that small
hand movements (as might be needed to actuate button 704)
do not end up moving optical delivery head 701 relative to the
nerve bundle.

In some embodiments, nerve-stimulating IR light is emit-
ted from the one or more of the plurality of optical-fiber ends
707 in a successive sequence as controlled, e.g., through the
depression of a button or lever 704 by the operator’s finger 89,
that controls movement of ratcheting selector wheel 709,
which interrupts light passing from light-source fiber 717 to
light-sensor fiber 718. In some embodiments, light-source
fiber 717 and light-sensor fiber 718 are used to control deliv-
ery of optical-nerve-stimulation light through the stimulation
fiber 706. In some embodiments, the effectiveness of the
IR-light stimulation is determined by observing muscle
twitches, through the patient (or other subject) reporting a
touch or other sensation, or by, for example, observing an
fMRI image. In some embodiments, light delivered through
fiber bundle 706 is controlled to sequentially scan the light
signal 799 across head 701.

In some embodiments, the pattern and speed of scanning is
predetermined by a computer program, while in other
embodiments the pattern is manually controlled by operator
89. In some embodiments, the computer program controls the
emission of stimulation laser light in some type of pattern
based upon an algorithm (e.g., a programmed binary search,
sequential search, or the like) so as to determine which opti-
cal-fiber end 707 delivered an efficacious dose of IR light to
the nerve of interest. This allows placement of head 701
across a region of tissue that contains the specific nerve of
interest at some unknown position, and then scanning the
position of the light output to the different optical-fiber ends
707 to locate the specific nerve without further movement of
head 710. In some embodiments, the algorithm includes one
or more of the following: optically scanning a plurality of
tissue areas, detecting a response of interest, and determining
which of the scanned tissue areas, when optically stimulated,
causes the response of interest. In some embodiments, the
method further includes outputting visible light to point out a
physical location of the scanned tissues that caused the
response of interest (e.g., shining a laser light out the one fiber
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end 707 that would illuminate the selected nerve). In some
embodiments, the algorithm includes delivering different
temporal patterns and/or intensity profiles of one or more
light pulses all to a single location, and then repeating this for
other locations. In some embodiments, the start and/or pro-
gression of the algorithm is operator controlled (e.g., in some
embodiments, a finger control such as control mechanism 730
having one or more separately activable mechanisms (e.g.,
buttons) 704 and one or more light-interrupter wheels 709,
connected to respective optical control-signal fibers 717 and
718 of FIG. 7).

The actual reaction or response of nerve tissue to IR-light
stimulation would, in some embodiments, be determined
through empirical observation (muscle twitches), subject
reporting (of a touch sensation, taste sensation, or other sen-
sation), by or some other method known in the art. In some
embodiments, the user changes the position and/or function
(e.g., changing the pulse length or intensity) of the handpiece
on the basis of the response. In other embodiments, the
response is detected by the stimulation system, and the func-
tion of the stimulation system automatically adjusts the
stimulation based on the response feedback (e.g., in some
embodiments, a stimulation signal is repeated until the
response is detected, and then the stimulation stops and/or an
audio or visual indication of the response is output by the
stimulation system). The manipulation of the array head itself
is facilitated, in, at least one embodiment, through the use of
an ergonomically designed handle 712, which is covered by a
replaceable, disposable, sterile sheath 711, and by the feed-
back to the user provided by having visible light delivered to
the area that would be stimulated by the IR stimulation signal
and/or the other audio and/or visual indications.

In some embodiments, light-delivery device 700 also
includes light-sensing capabilities in the same head configu-
ration, wherein an optical-nerve-stimulation light signal is
sent out one or more of the fibers and a change in the appear-
ance of the nerve or the surrounding tissue is sensed to deter-
mine whether or not the correct nerve was selected by the
stimulation signal. For example, in some embodiments, a
stimulation signal is sent out a first fiber and the fibers on
either side are sensed (in the visible, UV and/or IR light
spectrum) to determine if the desired response occurred.

In other embodiments, light-delivery device 700 also
includes light-sensing capabilities in the same head configu-
ration, wherein an observation light signal (i.e., having one or
more selected light frequencies) is sent out one or more of the
fibers in bundle (or, in other embodiments, ambient room
illumination is used), and the color or the appearance of the
nerve or the surrounding tissue is sensed through that fiber
end 707 or neighboring optical fibers to determine whether
the location of tissue selected by the observation signal was
nerve tissue or other tissue based on differences in the color of
the reflected light or other sensed. In some embodiments, a
visible light is sent out on one or more of the fibers in bundle
706 to illuminate and point out to the surgeon where the
nerves are located (one or more of the fiber ends 707 would
illuminate just the nerve tissue without illuminating other
tissue).

In some embodiments, the optical nerve stimulation is used
to supplement or override the nerve responses generated by
the inner ear organs. Some conditions, e.g., Benign Paroxys-
mal Positional Vertigo (BPPV), result from over stimulation
of nerves in a normally resting position. Through additional
optical nerve stimulation, the natural nerve responses can be
supplemented or overridden. In some embodiments, wider
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pulse width optical nerve stimulations are used to override or
reduce the frequency of natural nerve responses to treat some
inner ear conditions.

In some embodiments, the obtaining light includes
implanting a self-contained infrared laser device.

In some embodiments, the obtaining light includes
implanting a self-contained battery-powered device.

In some embodiments, the animal is a human person. In
some embodiments, the animal is not human. Some embodi-
ments further include sensing a condition that affects balance,
and wherein the transmitting includes transmitting different
light signals to each of a plurality of different balance-sense
organs to provide the person sense-of-balance nerve stimula-
tion.

In other embodiments, the present invention provides an
apparatus that includes an optical source; and a transmission
medium configured to transmit light from the optical source
to respective nerves of each of a plurality of inner-ear balance
organs of an animal.

In some embodiments, the transmission medium includes a
plurality of optical fibers, and the optical source couples
different amounts of the light through the plurality of optical
fibers to stimulate different respective nerves of each of the
plurality of inner-ear balance organs.

In some embodiments, the optical source couples different
wavelengths of the light to stimulate different respective
nerves of each of the plurality of inner-ear balance organs.

In some embodiments, the optical source includes a self-
contained implantable infrared laser device.

In some embodiments, the optical source includes a self-
contained battery-powered device.

In some embodiments, the animal is a human person. Some
embodiments further include at least one sensor configured to
sense a condition that affects balance, and wherein the trans-
mission medium transmits different light signals, based on
the sensed condition, to each of a plurality of different bal-
ance-sense organs to provide the person sense-of-balance
nerve stimulation.

In other embodiments, the present invention provides an
apparatus that includes means for obtaining light from an
optical source; and means for transmitting the light to respec-
tive nerves of each of a plurality of inner-ear balance organs of
an animal.

In some embodiments of the apparatus, the means for
transmitting includes means for transmitting different
amounts of the light through optical fibers to stimulate
respective nerves of each of the plurality of inner-ear balance
organs. In some embodiments, the means for transmitting
includes means for transmitting different wavelengths of the
light to stimulate respective nerves of each of the plurality of
inner-ear balance organs. In some embodiments, the means
for obtaining light includes a self-contained infrared laser
implantable device. In some embodiments, the means for
obtaining light includes a self-contained battery-powered
implantable device.

In some embodiments, the animal is a human person, and
the apparatus further includes means for sensing a condition
that affects balance, and wherein the means for transmitting
includes means for transmitting different light signals, based
on the sensed condition, to each of a plurality of different
balance-sense organs to provide the person sense-of-balance
nerve stimulation.

For each of the above embodiments that describe a stimu-
lation of a vestibular organ, there are other embodiments of
the present invention that stimulate any and/or all elements of
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the vestibular system: inner-ear vestibular organs, CN VIII,
vestibular nucleus, or any other central process of animal’s
system.

It is to be understood that the above description is intended
to be illustrative, and not restrictive. Although numerous
characteristics and advantages of various embodiments as
described herein have been set forth in the foregoing descrip-
tion, together with details of the structure and function of
various embodiments, many other embodiments and changes
to details will be apparent to those of skill in the art upon
reviewing the above description. The scope of the invention
should be, therefore, determined with reference to the
appended claims, along with the full scope of equivalents to
which such claims are entitled. In the appended claims, the
terms “including” and “in which” are used as the plain-En-
glish equivalents of the respective terms “comprising” and
“wherein,” respectively. Moreover, the terms “first,” “sec-
ond,” and “third,” etc., are used merely as labels, and are not
intended to impose numerical requirements on their objects.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus comprising:

a plurality of laser light sources configured to generate a
plurality of light signals;

a transmission medium that includes a plurality of
waveguides that are operatively coupled to the plurality
of'laser light sources and that are configured to transmit
the plurality of light signals from the plurality of laser
light sources to a plurality of nerves outside of, and
leading from, each of one or more inner-ear vestibular
organs of a living animal;

an optical head operatively coupled to the transmission
medium and configured to direct the plurality of light
signals transmitted through the transmission medium
toward the one or more nerves of each of the one or more
inner-ear vestibular organs of the animal, wherein the
optical head includes a plurality of spatially separated
optical emitters each of which selectively emits one or
more of the plurality of light signals, wherein the plu-
rality of emitters emit light from locations on an emitting
face of the optical head having a fixed spatial separation
from one another, wherein at least three of the plurality
of'emitters direct the plurality of light signals in substan-
tially parallel directions, and wherein the optical head is
implantable in the animal;

at least one sensor configured to sense one or more condi-
tions that affect balance of the animal during a test of the
implantable optical head that determines which ones of
the spatially separated optical emitters are most effective
for optical stimulation of desired nerves of the one or
more nerves, wherein the one or more conditions are
related to nerve action potentials (NAPs) triggered in the
one or more nerves during the test, wherein the test
causes emitters of the plurality of emitters to emit light
signals toward the one or more nerves based on a search
algorithm that searches through the plurality of emitters,
and wherein the most effective emitters are determined
at least partly based on one or more signals generated by
the at least one sensor as a result of the light signals
emitted during the test; and

a controller adapted to selectively control the plurality of
light signals from each of the plurality of laser light
sources such that the plurality of light signals provide
controlled optical stimulation to the desired nerves in
order to trigger nerve action potentials (NAPs) in the
desired nerves, wherein the controller is programmed to
use results of the test of the implantable optical head
such that the selective control of the plurality of light
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signals results in light signals that the optical head emits
through those selected emitters of the plurality of emit-
ters that were determined to be most effective for optical
stimulation of the desired nerves.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the control of the light
signals provided by the controller includes selective control
of'a duty cycle of the plurality of light signals.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the control of the light
signals provided by the controller includes selective control
of'a wavelength of the plurality of light signals.

4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the control of the light
signals provided by the controller includes selective control
of a pulse shape of the plurality of light signals.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the control of the light
signals provided by the controller includes selective control
of'aminimum light intensity and a maximum light intensity of
the plurality of light signals.

6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the control of the light
signals provided by the controller includes selective control
of the plurality of light signals to increase a frequency of the
NAPs triggered in the one or more nerves than would other-
wise occur.

7. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the control of the light
signals provided by the controller includes selective control
of'the plurality of light signals to decrease a frequency of the
NAPs triggered in the one or more nerves than would other-
wise occur.

8. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the apparatus includes
a self-contained battery-powered laser light-generation
device, wherein the laser light-generation device includes the
plurality of laser light sources, and wherein the laser light-
generation device is implantable in the animal.

9. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the transmission
medium includes a plurality of optical fibers configured to
guide the plurality of light signals from the plurality of laser
light sources to the optical head.

10. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the at least one
sensor includes a motion sensor.

11. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the at least one
sensor includes an orientation sensor.

12. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the at least one
sensor includes a muscular stimulation monitor.

13. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the selective control
of the plurality of light signals provided by the controller
includes selective control of a pulse width of the plurality of
light signals.

14. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the selective control
of the plurality of light signals provided by the controller
includes selective control of a pulse repetition rate of the
plurality of light signals.

15. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the selective control
of the plurality of light signals provided by the controller
includes selective control of a DC background amount of
light intensity of the plurality of light signals.

16. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the selective control
of the plurality of light signals provided by the controller
includes selective control of a precharge amount of light
intensity followed by a trigger amount of light intensity of the
plurality of light signals.

17. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the plurality of laser
light sources include a first light source and a second light
source, wherein the selective control of the plurality of light
signals provided by the controller includes selective control
of'the first light source to send a first series of pulses during a
first period of time and selective control of the second light
source to send a second series of pulses during the first period
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of'time, and wherein the first series of pulses differs from the
second series of pulses in repetition rate.

18. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the at least one
sensor configured to sense the one or more conditions that
affect balance includes at least one sensor configured to moni-
tor eye movements.

19. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the plurality of laser
light sources include a plurality of vertical-cavity surface-
emitting lasers (VCSELs) arranged in a two-dimensional
VCSEL array.

20. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the plurality of
optical emitters include a plurality of optical focussing ele-
ments.

21. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the plurality of
optical emitters include a plurality of optical lenses.

22. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the controller con-
trols the plurality of light signals emitted from the optical
head such that the plurality of light signals are directed at the
one or more nerves outside of, and leading from, the one or
more inner-ear vestibular organs and before the one or more
nerves join the cochlear nerve.

23. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein at least some of the
locations on the emitting face of the optical head from which
the plurality of emitters emit light are separated from one
another by a distance larger than a cross-sectional dimension
of the one or more nerves toward which the emitting face of
the optical head faces.

24. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the controller is
programmed to perform the test of the implantable optical
head that determined which of the spatially separated optical
emitters are most effective for stimulation of the desired
nerves.

25. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the search algorithm
includes a sequential-search algorithm such that each one of
the plurality of emitters individually emits light signals by
itself during the test.

26. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the plurality of
emitters includes a first array of emitters and a second array of
emitters, and wherein the search algorithm includes a binary-
search algorithm such that the each array of emitters is tested
as an individual array, and an array of emitters that is deter-
mined to be most effective for stimulation of the desired
nerves is then divided into a third array of emitters and a
fourth array of emitters, which are then tested as individual
arrays.

27. An apparatus for optical stimulation of a plurality of
vestibular nerves of a human person, the apparatus compris-
ing:

an optical head having a plurality of vertical-cavity sur-

face-emitting lasers (VCSELSs) located at fixed spatial
locations on a monolithic emitter face of the optical head
and configured to emit a plurality of spatially separated
light signals from the emitter face toward the plurality of
vestibular nerves of the person, wherein the plurality of
spatially separated light signals are configured to opti-
cally stimulate responses in the plurality of vestibular
nerves, and wherein the optical head is implantable in
the person;

at least one sensor configured to sense one or more condi-

tions that affect balance of the person during a test of the
implantable optical head that determines which ones of
the plurality of VCSELs are most eftective for optical
stimulation of desired nerves of the plurality of vestibu-
lar nerves, wherein the one or more conditions are
related to nerve action potentials (NAPs) triggered in the
plurality of vestibular nerves during the test, wherein the
test causes emitters of the plurality of VCSELs to emit
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light signals toward the plurality of vestibular nerves
based on a search algorithm that searches through the
plurality of VCSELs, and wherein the most effective
VCSELs are determined at least partly based on one or
more signals generated by the at least one sensor as a
result of the light signals emitted during the test; and

a controller adapted to selectively control the plurality of

light signals emitted from each of the plurality of
VCSELs such that the plurality of light signals provide
controlled optical stimulation to the desired nerves in
order to trigger nerve action potentials (NAPs) in the
desired nerves, wherein the controller is programmed to
use results of the test of the implantable optical head
such that the selective control of the plurality of light
signals results in light signals that the optical head emits
from those selected VCSELs of the plurality of VCSELs
that were determined to be most effective for optical
stimulation of the desired nerves.

28. The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the controller selec-
tively controls a duty cycle of the plurality of light signals.

29. The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the controller selec-
tively controls a wavelength of the plurality of light signals.

30. The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the controller selec-
tively controls a pulse shape of the plurality of light signals.

31. The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the controller selec-
tively controls a pulse width of the plurality of light signals.

32. The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the controller selec-
tively controls a pulse repetition rate of the plurality of light
signals.

33. The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the controller selec-
tively controls a DC background amount of light intensity of
the plurality of light signals.

34. The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the plurality of
VCSELs are arranged as a two-dimensional monolithic array.

35. The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the search algo-
rithm includes a sequential-search algorithm such that each
one of the plurality of VCSELSs individually emits light sig-
nals by itself during the test.

36. The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the plurality of
VCSELs includes a first array of emitters and a second array
of emitters, and wherein the search algorithm includes a
binary-search algorithm such that the each array of emitters is
tested as an individual array, and an array of emitters that is
determined to be most effective for stimulation of the desired
nerves is then divided into a third array of emitters and a
fourth array of emitters, which are then tested as individual
arrays.

37. The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the controller con-
trols at least part of the test to determine those VCSELs that
are most effective for optical stimulation of the vestibular
nerves in the person.

38. An apparatus for optical stimulation of a plurality of
vestibular nerves of a person, the apparatus comprising:

an optical head having a plurality of light emitters located

at fixed spatial locations on a monolithic emitter face of
the optical head and configured to emit a plurality of
spatially separated light signals from the emitter face
toward the plurality of vestibular nerves of the person,
wherein the spatially separated light signals are config-
ured to optically stimulate responses in the plurality of
vestibular nerves, and wherein the optical head is
implantable in the person;

at least one sensor configured to sense one or more condi-

tions that affect balance of the person during a test of the
implantable optical head that determines which ones of
the plurality of light emitters are most effective for opti-
cal stimulation of desired nerves of the plurality of ves-
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tibular nerves, wherein the one or more conditions are
related to nerve action potentials (NAPs) triggered in the
plurality of vestibular nerves during the test, wherein the
test causes emitters of the plurality of light emitters to
emit light signals toward the plurality of vestibular
nerves based on a search algorithm that searches through
the plurality of light emitters, and wherein the most
effective emitters are determined at least partly based on
one or more signals generated by the at least one sensor
as a result of the light signals emitted during the test; and
a controller adapted to selectively control the plurality of
light signals emitted from each of the plurality of light
emitters such that the plurality of light signals provide
controlled optical stimulation to the desired nerves in
order to trigger nerve action potentials (NAPs) in the
desired nerves, wherein the controller is programmed to
use results of the test of the implantable optical head
such that the selective control of the plurality of light
signals results in light signals that the optical head emits
from those selected emitters of the plurality of light
emitters that were determined to be most effective for
optical stimulation of the desired nerves.
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39. The apparatus of claim 38, wherein the controller per-
forms the test to determine those emitters that are most effec-
tive for optical stimulation of the particular balance response
in the person.

40. The apparatus of claim 38, wherein the controller con-
trols at least part of the test to determine those emitters that are
most effective for optical stimulation of the particular balance
response in the person.

41. The apparatus of claim 38, wherein the controller selec-
tively controls a pulse width of the plurality of light signals.

42. The apparatus of claim 38, wherein the controller selec-
tively controls a pulse repetition rate of the plurality of light
signals.

43. The apparatus of claim 38, wherein the controller selec-
tively controls a DC background amount of light intensity of
the plurality of light signals.

44. The apparatus of claim 38, wherein the plurality of
emitters of the optical head are spaced apart on the monolithic
emitter face such that they cover a region of tissue in the
person that includes the plurality of vestibular nerves.
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